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PREFACE 


Last year I was chosen to Succeed the venerable 
K=- Z-- who had it in his mind to die, that is, to join 
Them in Venus, as one of the Seven Heirs of Atlantis, 
and I have been appointed to declare, so far as may be 
found possible, the truth about that mysterious lost 
land. Of course, no more than one Seventh of the wisdom 
is ever confided to one of the Seven, and the Seven meet 
in council but once in every thirty-three years. But its 
pPregservation 1s guaranteed by the interlocked sSystems of 
"dreaming true” and of "preparation of the antinomy*®., 
The former almost explains itself; the latter 1s almost 
inconceivable to normal man. Its essence is to train a 
man to be anything by training him to be its opposite. 
At the end of anything, think they, 1t turns out to be 
its opposite, and that opposite 1s thus mastered without 
having been $sol1led by the labours of the student, and 
without the false impressions of early learning being 
left upon the mind. 

T myself, for example, had unknowingly been trained 
to record these observations by the 1ife of a butterfly. 
All my 1impress1ions came clear on the Soft wax of my 
brainz I had never worried because the scratch on the 
wax in no way resembled the Sound 1t represented. In 
other words, TI observed perfectly because IT never Knew 
that TI was observing. So, 1f you pay sufficient attention 
to your heart, you will make it palpitate. 

T accordingly proceed to a description of the 
country. 


Aleister Crowley 


l 
OF THE PLAI!S BENEATH ATLAS, 
AND ITS SERVILE RACE, 


Atlas is the true name of this archipelaqo -- continent is 
an altogether false term, for every "house® or mountain peak was 
cut from its fellows by natural, though often very narrov water- 
ways, The African Atlas is a mere offshoot of the range, It was 
the true Atlas that Supported the ancient world by its moral and 
magical Strength, and hence the name of the fabled qlobe-bearer. 
The root is the Lemurian '(Tla"' or 'Tlas', black, for reagons which 
will appear in due course, "A" is the feminine prefix, derived 
from the Shape of the mouth when uttering the Sound, "Black woman” 
is therefore as near a translation as one can give in English;z 
the Latin has a closer equivalent. 

The mountains are cut off, not only from each other by the 
channels of the Sea, but from the plains at their feet by cliffs 
naturally or artificially smoothed and undercut for at least 
thirty feet on every Side in order to make access impossible. 

These plains had been made flat by generations of labour, 
Vines and fruit-trees growing only on the upper 8 lopes, they were 
devoted principally to corn, and to grass pastures for the amphib- 
lan herds of Atlas, This corn was of a kind now unknown, flourish- 
Ing In $sea-water, and the periodical flood-tides Served the same 
"Purpose as the Nile in Egypt. Enormous floating stages of spongy 
rock -=- no trees of any kind qrew anywhere on the plains $0 wood 
was unknown -=- Supported the villages, These were inhabited by a 
type of man s|similar to the modarn Caucasian race, They were not \ 
permitted to use any of the food of their masters, neither the \ 
corn, nor the amphibians, nor the vast Supplies of shell-fish, but 
were fed by what they called "bread from heaven”, which indeed 
came down from the mountains, being the whole of their refuse of 
every kind, The whole population was put to perpetual hard labour. 
The young and active tended the amphibians, arew the corn, collec- 
ted the Shell-fish, gathered the "bread from heavan” for their 
elders, and were compelled to reproduce their kind, At twenty they 
ware considered 3trong enough for the factory, where they worked 
in gangs on a machine combining the features of our pump and tread- 
mill for sixteen hours of the twenty-four, This machine supplied 
Atlas with its 'ZRO'* or 'rower', of which I shall speak presently. 
Any worker Showing even temporary weakness was transferred to 


1 There were four (s8ome $ay five) distinct races, each having 
Several sSub=-races. But the main characteristics were the Same. 
Some alleged the Portuguese and the English to be Survivals of 
this or kindred Stock. | 

Or Zra'd, The ZR is drawled 8 lowly; then the lips are 
Suddenly curled back in a sneering snarl, and the vowel sharply 
and forcibly uttered. It is disputed whether this word 1s 
connected with the Sanscrit SRI, holy. 
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the phosphorus works, where he was Sure to die within a few months, 
Phosphorus was a prime necessity of Atlas; however, it was not used 
in its red or yellow forms, but in a third allotrope, a blue-black 
or rather violet-black substance, only known in powder finer than 
precipitated gold, harder than diamond, eleven times heavier than 
yellow phosphorus, quite incombustible, and 80 shockingly poisonous 
that, in Spite of every precaution, an ounce of it cost the lives 
(on an-average) of some two hundred and fifty men, Of its properties 
I Shall Speak later, 

The people were left in utmost slavery and igqnorance by the 
wise counsel of the first of the philosophers of Atlas, who had 
written: 'An empty brain is a threat to Society,' He had conse- 
quently instituted a SyStem of mental culture, comprising two 
Parts :t 

(1) As a basis, a mass of useless disconnected facts, 

(2) A Superstructure of lies, 

Part 1 was compulsory; the people then took part 2 without 
protest, ? — 

The language of- the plains was simple but profuse. They had 
few nouns and fewer verbs, "To work again” (there was no word for 
"to work® simply), "to eat again", "to break the law" (no word for 
"to break the law again”), "to come from without", "to find 
light®* (L.e. to go to the phosphorus factory) were almost the only 
verbs used by adults, The young men and women had a verb-langquace 
yet simpler, and of degraded coarseness. All had, however, an extra- 
ordinary wealth of adjectives, most of them meaningless, as attached 
to no noun ideas, and a great quantity of abstract nouns such as 
"Liberty®, "Progqress®”", without which no refined inhabitant could 
consider a Sentence complete, He would introduce them into a dis- 
cuss8ion on the most material Subjects, "The immoral snuy=nose", 
"the unprogressive teeth”, "lagcivious music®, "reactionary eye- 
brows" -=- guch were phrases familiar to all. "To eat again, to 
Sleep again, to work again, to find the 1liqht -- that is Liberty, 
that is Progress”" was a proverb common in every mouth. 

The religion of the people was Protestant Christianity in all 
eSSentials, but with an even closer dependence upon God, They 
as38erted its formulae, without attaching any meaning to the words, 
in a manner both reverent and Dpassionate. Sexual life was entirely 
forbidden to the workers, a s8ingle breach implying relegation to 
the phosphorus works. 

In every field was, however, an enormous tablet of rock, 
carved on one Side with a repregentation of the three Stages of 
life: the fields, the labour mill, the factorv; and on the other 
3icde with these words: "To enter Atlas, fly." Beneath this an elab- 
orate Series of graphic pictures Showed how to acquire the art of 
f£lying. During all the generations of Atlas, not one man had been 
known to take advantage of these instructions. 

The principal fear of the populace was a variation of any kind 
from routine, For any Such the people had one word only, though 
this word changed its annotation in different centuries, "Witch- 


OM The same danger to society in our own time has been forseen, 
and an identical remedy discovered and applied in compulsory 
education and cheap nevspapers. 


craft®, "Heresy®, "Bad Form”, "Sex-Perversion", "Black Magic" were 
its principal Shapes in the last four thougand vears of the dorin- 
ilon of Atlas. 

Sneezing, idleness, smiling, were regarded as premonitory. 
Any cess8ation from speech, even for a moment to take breath, was 
considered highly dangerous, The wish to be alone was worse than 
all; the delinquent would be Seized by his fellows, and either 
killed outright or thrust into the compound of the phosphorus 
factory, from which there was no egress., 

The habits of the people were incredibly disgusting, Their 
principal relaxations were art, music and the drama, in which they 
could Show achievement hardly inferior to that of Henry Arthur 
Jones, Pinero, Lehar, George Dance, Luke Pildes, and Thomas Sidney 
COOPEeEr. 

Of medicine they were happily ignorant, The outdoor life in 
that equable climate bred strong youths and maidens, and the first 
Symptoms of illness in a worker was held to impair his efficiency 
and qualify him for the phosphorus factory, Wages were pernanently 
high, and as there were no merchants even of alcohol, whose use 
was forbidden, every man Saved all his earnings, and died rich, 

At his death his Savings went back into the community. Taxation 
was congequently unneceSsSsary, Clothes were unnecessary and unknown, 
and the "bread from heaven” was the "free gift of God". The dead 
were thrown to the amphibians. Each man built his own Shelter of 
the rouah g tone Sponge which abounded, The word 'house' was used 
only in Atlasjz the Servile race called its huts 'Hloklost' (equi- 
valent to the Engqlish word 'home'). Discontent was absolutely un=- 
known. It had not been considered necesSSary to prohibit traffic 
with foreign countries, as the inhabitants of guch were es teened 
barbarians, Had a Ship landed men, they would have been murdered 
to a man, Supposing that Atlas had permitted any approach to its 
Shores, That it hindered Such; and by infallible means, was due 
to other considerations, whose nature will form the Subject of a 
3ubsequent chapter. 

This then is the nature of the plains beneath Atlas, and 
the character of the gervile race, 


I1 
OF THE RACE OF ATLAS, 


In the city or 'house' which was formed from the crest of 
every mountain, dwelt a race not greatly Superior in height to 
our own, but of vaster frame, The bulk and strength of the bear 
is not inappropriate as a simile for the lover class8es; the higher 
had the enormous chest and shoulders and the lean haunches of the 
lion. This Strength gave an infallible beauty, made monstrous by 
their most inexorable law, that every child who developed no 
Special feature in the first Seven years should be sacrificed to 
the Gods. This Special feature might be a nose of prodigious Size, 
hands and wrists of gigantic strength, a gorilla jaw, an elephant 


ear -=- Or any of thesge might entitle its owner to l1ife:t* for in 
all guch variations from the normal they perceived the possibility 
of a development of the race, Men and women were hairy as the 
oOrang-outang and all were closely shaven from head to foot. It 

aad been found that this practice developed tactile sensibility. 
It was also done in reverence to the (Living Atla', of which 

more in its place, 

The lower class were few in number, Its function was to 
Superintend the gervile race, to bring the food of the cnildren 
to the banquetingq-hall, to remove the Same, to attend to the dis- 
position of the 'light-screens', to engure the continuance of the 
race by the begetting, bearing and nourishing of the children, 

The priestly class was concerned with the further preparation 
of the Zro supplied by the labour-mills, and its impreqnation with 
phos phorus, This class had much leigure for 'work', a subJject 
to be explained later, 

The High Priests and High Priestesses were restricted in num- 
ber to eleven times thirty-three in any one 'house'., To them were 
entrusted the final secrets of Atlas, and to them was confided 
the conduct of the experiments in which every will was bound __” 

The colour of the Atlanteans was very various, though the 
hair was invariably of a fiery chestnut with bluish reflections. 
One might See women whiter than Aphrodite, others tawny as Cleo- 
patra, others yellow as Tu-Chi, others of a stranqe, subtle blue 
like the tattooed faces of Chin women, others again as red as 
COpPer., Green was however a prohibited hue for women, and red was 
not liked in men, Violet was rare, but highly prized, and children 
born of that colour were Specially reared by the High Priestesges. 

However, in one part of the body all the women were perfectly 
black with a blackness no Negro can equal; from this circumstance 
comes the name of Atlas, It is absurdly attributed by some authors 
to the deposit of axcess of phosphorus in the Zro., I need only 
point out that the mark existed long before the discovery of black 
phogphorus. It is evidently a racial stigqma., It was the birth of 
a girl without this mark which raised her mother to the rank of 
goddess, and ended the terrestrial adventure of the Atlanteans, 
as will pregently appear. 

Of the ethics of this people little need be said, Their word 
for 'rigqht' is 'phph' made by blowing with the jaw drawn Sharply 
from left to right, tnus meaning 'a spiral life contrary to the 
course of the sun', We may assume it as 'contrary'. "Whatever is, 
is wrong" Seems to have been their first principle, Leqs were 
'wrong' because they only carry you five miles in the hour: let 
us refuse to walk; let us ride horseback. So the horse is 'wrong" 
compared to the train and the motor-car; and these are "wrong" to 
the aeroplane. If speed had been the Atlantean's object, he 
would have thought aeroplanes 'wrong' and all else too, so lond 
as the $speed of 1ight was not Surpassed by him, 

—""'* Guatama Buddha was the reincarnation or leqend of a previous 
Buddha who was a missionary from Atlas, hence the account of his 
immovable neck, the ears that he could fold over his face, and 
other monstrous details. 

There was a Governor of these, of whose name, nature, and 
function TI am not permitted to $speak. 


Curious Survivals of these laws are found in the Jewish 
transcript of the Egyptian code, which they, being a $slave race, 
interpreted in the reverse manner. 

"Thou Shalt not make any graven image.” Every male child on 
attaining manhood, had a graven image given him to worship, a 
miracle-working image, whose principle exploits he would tattoo 
upon it. 

"Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.” The Atlantean 
kept one day in Seven for all purposes unconnected with his prin- 
cCilpal tagk, 

"Thou Shalt not commit adultery.” Though the Atlanteans mar- 
ried, intercourse with the wife was the only act forbidden. 

"Honor thy father and thy mother." On the contrary, they 
worsShipped their children, as if to say: "This is the God whom TI 
have made in my own likeness," 

Similarly, there is one exception and one only to the rule 
of g8ilence, It is the utterance of the "Name" which it is death 
to pronounce, This word was constantly in their mouths; it is 
ZCrra, a gort of venemous throat-garaling, Hence, possibly the 
Gaelic Scurr "speak®”, Engqlish Scaur or Scar in Yorkshire and the 
Pennines. Zcrra is also the name of the 'Hiqh House'"', and of the 
graven image referred to above. 

Other traces may be found in folklore;z 8ome mere SupersSti- 
tions, Thus the correct number for a banquet was thirteen, be- 
cause if there were only one mores sign in the Zodiac, the year 
would be a month longer, and one would have more time for 'work'"'. 
This is probably a debased Egyptian notion. Atlanteans knew 
better than anyone that the Zodiac is only an arbitrary division., 
StLll it may be laid down that the impossible never daunted Atlas. 
If one 8aid, "Two and two make Pour” his thought would be, "Yes, 
damn it1*® 

I now explain the langquage of Atlas. The third and greatest 
of their philosophers Saw that Speech had wrought more harm than 
good, and he consequently instituted a peculiar rite, Two men were 
chosen by lot to presgerve the langquage, which, by the way, consisted 
of monosyllables only, two hundred and fourteen in number, to each 
of which was attached a diacritical gesture, usually ideographic., 

Thus 'wrong' is qiven as 'phph' moving the Jaw from right to 
left. Wiping the brow with 'phph' means 'hot', hollowing the hands 
over the mouth 'fire', striking the throat 'to die'; go that each 
'radicle' may have hundreds of gesture-derivatives. Grammar, by 
the way, hardly existed, the quick apprehension of the Atlanteans 
rendering it unnecesSsary. 

Thege two men then departed to a cavern on the Side of the 
mountain just above the cliff, and there for a year they remained, 
3peaking the lanquage and carving it symbolically upon the rock. 
At the end of the year they returned; the elder is sacrificed and 
the younger returns with a volunteer, uSually one who wishes to 
expiate a fault, and teaches him the language. During his visLit 


5 one of the most brilliant children committed Suicide on 
learning that he could not move his upper Jaw. This boy 1s one 
of the eleven heroes who had statues in the High House, And the 
Atlantean for 'sorrow! in its ultimate sense ('dukka"' or 
'veltschmerz'!) is to wrench at the upper Jaw. 
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he observes whether any new thing needs a name, and if so he in- 
vents it, and adds it to the language, This process continued to 
the end, The rest of the people abandoned altogether the use of 
Speech, only a few years' practice enabling them to dispense with 
the radicle.,. They then Sought to do without gesture, and in eight 
generations the difficulty was conquered, and telepathy? eStab- 
lished, Regearch then devoted itself to the task of doing without 
thoughtz this will be discussed in detail in the proper place. 
There was also a 'listener', three men who took turns to sit upon 
the highest peak, above the '1ligqht-screens', and whose duty it 
was to give the alarm if any noisge disturbed Atlas, On their 
report that High Priest charged with governorship would take 
Steps to ascertain and destroy the cause. 

The 'light-screens' spoken of were a contrivance of laminae 
of a certain spar Such that the light and heat of the gun were 
completely Shut off, not by opacity, but by what we call 'inter- 
ference', In this way other g8ubtle rays of the gun entered the 
'house', thege rays being Supposed to be necessary to life. 

Thegse matters were the Subjects of the deepest controversy. Some 
held that these rays themselves were injurious and ghould be ex- 
cluded, Others considered that the 1light-gcreens should be put 

in position during moonliaht, instead of being opened at gunset, 
as was the custom, This, however, was never attempted, the great 
mass of the people being devoted to the moon. Others wished full 
gunlight, the aim of Atlas being (they thouqht) to reach the sun. 
But this theory contradicted the prime axiom of attaining thinas 
through their opposites, and was only held by the lower classes, 
who were not initiated into this doctrine, 

The 'houges' of Atlas were carved from the living rock by 
the action of Zro in its seventh precipitation. Enormously $o1id, 
the walls were lofty and smoothear. than alags, thouqh the pave- 
ments were rough and broken almost everywhere for a reagon which 
I am not permitted to disclose, The passages were invariably nar- 
row, SOo that two persons could never pass each other, When two 
met, it was the law to greet by joining in 'work' and then going 
away together on their Separate errands, Or passing one above the 
other, This was done purposely, $so as to remind every man of his 
duty to Atlas on every occasion on which he might meet a fellow- 
citizen. 

The Banquetingq=-Hall of the Children was usually very large. 
The furniture, which had been brought by the first colonists, and 
gradually digusged by adults, never needed repair, A vast open 
doorway facing North opened on the mountainside on to the vine- 
yards and orchards, the meadows and gardens, in which the children 
passged their time. Suckled by the mother for three months only, 
the child was then already able to nourish itself* on the bread 
and wine, and on the flesh of the amphibious herds, of which there 
were Several kindsjz one a piglike animal with flesh resembling 
wild duck, another a gort of amatee tasting like salmon, its fat 


7 This System of communication has great advantages over any 
other. It is independent of distance, and dependent on the will 
of the transmitter. Telepathic messages could not be 'tapped' 
or miscarry 1n any way. 
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being Somewhat like caviar in everything but texture, and a Sure 
Specific for any of childhood's troubles. A third, an ancestor of 
our hippopotamus, was really tamed, and was employed by the ser- 
viles for preparing the ground for the corn trampling through the 
flelds while they were covered with Sea-water, and thus leaving 
deep holes in which the $seeds were cast. Its flesh was not unlike 
bear, but more delicate. Notable, too, was the great quantity of 
turtlez also the giant oysters, the huge deep 2ea crabs, a kind 
of octopus whose flesh made a nutritious and elegant Soup, and 
innumerable Shell-fish, added to the table. The waterways were 
haunted by Shoals of a Snall and polsonous fish, * whose bite was 
immediate death to man, a fact which altogether cut off communi- 
cation between one is land and another except by alr, as the hippo- 
Potamus-animal, although immune to its bite, was unable to swim. 


Of the sleeping-chambers I Shall tell more particularly in 
the course of my remarks on Zro., 


[11 
OF THE AIM OF THE HAGICIAHS OF ATLAS; 
OF ZRO; AD ITS PROPERTIES AND USES: 
OF THAT HICH COMBINED WITH IT: 
AD OF BLACK PHOSPHORUS. 


It was the most ancient tradition of the Atlantean magicians 
that they were the survivors of a race inhabiting a country called 
Lemuria, of which the South Pacific archipelaqo may be the remains. 
These Lemurians had, they held, built up a civilization equal, if 
not superior to their own; but through a misunderstanding of mag=- 
ical law -=- sgome Said the 2nd, Some the 8th, g ome the 23rd -- had 
involved themselves and their land in ruin, Others thought that 
the Lemurians had succeeded in their magical task, and broken 
their temple. In any case, it was the Secret Lemurian tradition 
that they themselves represgented the survivals of a yet earlier 
race who lived on ice, and they of yet another who 1ived in fire, 
and thev again of earlier colonists from Mars, The theory, in 
fine, was that the aim of man is to attain the Sun, whence, 
according to one School of cosmology, he was exiled in the cosmic 
catastrophe which resulted in the formation of Neptune, His task 
on any qgiven planet was therefore to overturn the laws of Nature 
on that planet, thus mastering it sufficiently to enable him to 
make the leap to the next planet inward, Exactly how and in what 
Sense the leap was made remains obscure, even to the heirs of 
Atlantis. ? 


" called by them Zhee-Zhou, in imitation of the Swish of the 


tail and the cry of its victim. : 
I The point was discussed fully, and Finally relegated, 1n 


the Council of Stockholm, 1913. 
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The men of Atlas could fly, it is true, and that by a method 
Sso simple that men will laugh outright when it is rediscovered; 
but they needed air to Support themz they could not confront the 
cold and emptiness of space, Was it in some 8ubtler body that they 
conveyed the Palladium? Or, content to die, could they project 
Some vehicle across $0 great a distance? The angwer to such 
questions probably lies in the recovery by mankind of the know=- 
ledge of Zro and its properties. 

Beneath the labour mills** run troughs!) in which the Sweat 
of the workers collects and drains off into an open basin without 
the mill, In this basin churns with immense rapidity -=- through 
multiple bevel gearing -- a g8ort of paddle with knife edges. The 
Sweat is thus churned into froth, and gradually disappears, and 
is as continually replaced. The workers toil in shifts -- eight 
hours work, four hours repose, eight hours work, four hours rest 
and recreation, The mills never cease day or night, 

The basin is of polished silver and agate, and is set at an 
angle, facing two enormous Spheres of crystal, encased in a Sort 
of trellis made of a certain greenish metal, its optical focus 
at a point midway between the two. 

The only sign of activity is that out of this focus a spark 
crackles unless the air be dry, a condition difficult to secure 
in this part of the world, althouqh fans blow air, dried over 
chloride of calcium and $sulpheric acid, over the globes and their 
focus. These fans are worked by tidal power, human labour being 
appropriated solely to the one use. 

In the temple of the 'housge' are two globes similar to those 
upon the plains, and the mysterious force generated below is 
transferred to those above, collecting within them, Now the name 
of this Substance is always Zro, but in its first state the qges- 
ture is a twiddling of the thumbs, In its Second, it is a rapid 
twittering of the fingers, and in its third state of distillation 
it is a Screwing of the hands together. Within the Spheres it 
Ssublimes Suddenly in the air as a Snaky powder (4) of silver, 
which immediately turns to an iridescent fluid (5) that is forced 
up, by its own need of expansion, through a fountain into the 
temple, on whose floor it lies (6) in a Semi-golid condition. 
2xpert priests gather this in their hands, and rapidly Shape it 
into its Seventh State, when it is a knife of diamond, but alive. 
An instrument like a Mexican machete is used to carve rocks. The 
edge Shears them, the back smooths them. The rock behaves exactly 
1ike wax, responsive to the ligqhtest touch, What is not used for 
weapons is then gathered up swiftly and kneaded by women of the 
rank of high priestess., It is not known even to the high priests 
with what they knead it, but in its eighth stage it is a sSubstance 
301i4 enougqh to Support great weight, but eternally heaving of its 
own force. Of this they make beds, $o that the Sleeping Atlantean 
is (as it were) continually massaged. To this they attribute the 
fact that Atlanteans Sleep never more than half an hour, though 


——10 The scene is $0 real to me that I find 1t impossible to 
avoid using the historic present here and elsewhere, inadvertently. 
There are $|8ix other pieces of apparatus to insulate and 

carry to the basin the $six subtler principles of sweat. 
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they do go four times daily, These beds remain active only for a 
few days, and they are then thrown into the ninth staqe by being 
taken into a room where is a cauldron of great s|size, They are 
thrown into this and sprinkled with black phosphorus, !* The Zro 
then divides into two parts, one liquid, one $01id.,. Neither of 
these has any ascertainable properties, for it is absolutely pas- 
sive to the will of the uger, who may taste therein his utmost 
desire, whether for food or drink. Among adults there is no other 
food or drink than this, The children are not allowed to taste it. 

The black phosphorus is always added by a hich priestess, and 
it is not known in what manner She does this, The Zro that may 
remain is the subject of eternal experiments by the Magicians. 
It is generally thought by the greatest of tham that an error was 
committed in bringing it to a ninth stage of division into two, 
and many openly deplored the discovery of black phosphorus, All 
however Strive in harmony to produce a tenth stage that s$hall 
gurpass the virtues of the ninth. Theoretically it is possible 
to reach an eleventh stage wherein the Zro takes human form, and 
lives! Opinion is divided as to whether this was not actually 
done by a certain magician at the time of the passing of Atlas. 
In any cage, I beg the reader to remember that I have only de- 
SCribed one seventh of the virtues of Zro, and IT have even 
omitted this, that in its ninth stage it is not only food and 
drink, but universal medicine, if properly understood. For Zro 
is also a vision and a voicetl 

Now the muscles of the people of Atlas are the muscles of 
alants, and yet they do one thing only, And this thine is combined 
by the wisdom of the magicians, so that it is at the game time 
work, exercise, Sport, game, pleasure, and all else that may 
fulfill life, 

This work never ceases. It has three parts:t 

l. Working at Zro, i.e., bringing it from the first stagqe to 
the ninth, 

2, Working with Zro, i.e. for one's own particular purpose. 

3, Working for Zro, This is the common and most honorable 
task, the Zro eaten and drunken being worked into a quintessence 
of hiqher power, though identical in property with the common Zro. 
This new Zro (Atlas Zro) goes through the game Stages as the 
common Zro of the gerviles. But it is the result of free and Joy- 
ful labour, and go serves the magicians in their experiments, and 
the Governor of all for his sustenance, None by the way is ever 
wasted, For example, a tunnel was drilled completely through the 
earth and filled with Zro, and it is said that by this tunnel the 
Atlanteans escaped, 

This working, whether with or for Zro, requires two Persons 
at least at any one time and place. Great heat is generated.in 
the working, and the bodies of the workers are therefore sprinkled 


Ser s only the smallest quantity is required, and it is uncaanged, 
its function being purely catalytic. This form of phosphorus 1s 
one of the most stable elements. It combines (so far as 1s known) 
only with Zro. But if thrown out of $such a combination, 1t becomes 
ordinary yellow phosphorus. 
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heavily with the black phosphorus, which is incombustible, This 
black phosphorus, poisonous to the servile race, becomes innocuous 
to anyone who has been in any way impregnated with Zro, This its-s 
Self, in its first stage, is as dangerous as electricity of hiah 
voltage, 

The reverence attached to Zro is unbounded, At one time it 
was hymned as the father of the gods, and till the end all child- 
ren were thouqht to be "begotten of Zro®", thouqh everyone might 
know who was the father.'* all guch conception was however held 
indignity. Its official name was 'the old experiment'. It was 
carried on simply because the new methods of continuing the race 
vere not perfected, Childbirth was therefore in one way accident; 
although a duty, everyone Shrank from it, For though no pain or 
disgcomfort attached to the process, it was a gort of second-best 
achievement from which proud women turned contemvtuously, This was 
in part the reason why the father's name was never mentioned. 

On Several occasions in the history of Atlas the Zro 'failea'"'. 
Althougqh not changed in appearance, its properties were lost or 
diminighed., In such a cage young men and maidens in great numbers 
were Captured on the plains, brouqht into Atlas, and offered in 
Sacrifice to the Gods, Their blooa!* was mingled with the Zro in 
its third |stage, and the latter recovered its potency. Their flash 
was eaten by the high priests and priestesses in pennance for the 
unknown wrong, It was gubJject to other and terrible gcourges, being 
the most Sensitive as well as the Strongqest thing on earth, On one 
occasion it had to be treated with a fox-like perfume prepared by 
the chiaf magicianz on another it was SubJjected to streams of 
moonlight from parabolic mirrors. 

The most Serious crisis was Some two thousgand years before 
the destruction of Atlas, One of the serviles, riding his 'hippo=- 
potamus*' to the ploughing, fell off and was instantly bitten by 
the poilsonous fish previously described. Through an accident of 
boyhood he had, however, for a reagon too obscure to describe 
here, no such vulnerable Spot as suited the Zhee-Zhou, He Survived 
and went to work, as it chanced, the next day, The Zro was pois- 
oned;z a third of Atlas died within the hour; the plants on the 
affected island had to be destroyed, and all its people. It was 
only repopulated gome three hundred and eighty years later, and 
then for particular reagons of magical economy impossible to 
dwell upon in this account, 

Marriage was compulsory on all those whose passion had been 
SO exclusive and enduring as to produce two children, Further 
intercourse between the pair was barred, The Yagicians thought 
ict was inimical to variation for a woman to have more than one 
child (a fortiori two) by the Same father; and the custom further 
prevented those s8tupid sporadic outbursts of burnt-out lust which 
make So many modern marriages intolerable. 

Closely connected with marriage, the close of the reproduc- 
tive life, is that of death, the close of the 1ife that remains, 


pond & BY 7 spite of the absolute promiscuity of the Atlanteans, this 
was never in doubt, owing to the special mark of each man, whose 
Stigma or variation was infallibly transmitted. 

* This item is loosely used, as equivalent of '1life'., The 
Sacrifice is described later, and the point made clear. 
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Death hardly threatened the Atlantean: he would decide to 'qgo and 
gee', as the old phrase ran, and take an overdose of a particular 
preparation of black phosphorus mixed with a very little Zro in 
the ninth staqe, which ensured a painless death, That none ever 
returned was taken as proof of the sSupreme attractiveness of death. 

The ghoulish and necromantic practices with which the Atlan- 
teans have been unjJjustly reproached never occurred. A little vam- 
pirism, perhaps, in the early days before the perfecting of Zroj 
but no Atlantean was ever So stupid or go iqnorant as to confuse 
death with life, 

Begide this voluntary death only one danger existed. As the 
use of Zro quaranteed life and health and youth -- a centenarian 
high priest was no better than a kitten! -- go did its abuse spell 
instant corruption of those qualities, Ag mentioned above, now and 
then the Zro itself was at fault, and caused epidemics; but from 
time to time there were deaths in a particularly loathsome form 
cauged by what they called 'migunderstanding"' the Zro.'* Such mis- 
takes were particularly common in the early days of its discovery, 
and before its use had become well nigh a worship, The first symp=- 
tom was a crack in the skin of the temple, or gometimes of the 
bridge of the nose, more rarely of an eyelid or cheek. Within a 
few minutes this crack became one open g$Sore, of horrid foetor, 
and within twenty-four hours the patient was completely rotted 
away, bone and marrow, A circumstance of sinqular atrocity was 
that death never occurred until the spinal column collapsed. Nc 
treatment could be found even to prolong the agony by an hour, 
This being recognized, sufferers were thrown from the cliffs at 
the first sign of the malady, In this way too were all other 
COrpages disposed, It was the most honorable death possible, for 
becoming 'bread from heaven' for the ﬆserviles, they were again 
worked up into Zro itself, a transmutation which in their view 
would be well worth all the 'regurrections of the body' and 'im- 
mortalities of the goul' of the theoretical, doqmatic, hearsay 
religions. So much then concerning Zro, and the matters immedi- 
ately connected with it, 


ly 
OF THE SO CALLED 
MAGIC OF THE ATLANTEANS. 


Magic in Atlas was a "Science of Sciences", It was the final 
integration of all knowledge, In method its theory was differen- 
tiation, and in theory its method was integration, For example, 
the fifth of the great philogophers indicated "Everything is Zro" 
to the Keeper of the Speech at the annual sacrifice. This in spite 
of the fact that in that very year two new forms of Zro had been 
dis covered by that game philosopher., It was the third of the gal- 


15 yo other disease was known after the bringing of the Zro 
to its ninth stage, all indisposition being instantly cured by 
a Single dose. 


axy who announced "The ultimate analysis of sensation is painz 
that of thouqht, madness; that of super-consciousness (a state 
of trance induced by Zro and valued above all things) annihil- 
ation. » 

His SuUCcesS0r had retorted that in this was implicit a post- 
ulate that pain, madness and annihilation were undesirable., The 
third admitted that he had $so meant his phrase, but destroying 
the postulate, Still stuck to it. All this was the foundation of 
much magical theory, and on these purely psychological researches 
was baged the whole magical practice. "There is no God" was a 
commonplace, It only implied that the mind was wrong to try to 
conceive within it what was by definition without it. To Set 1lim- 
its to anything whatever Seemed to them the greatest of crimes, 
the exact opposite of the true path to the Sun. 

The practical s$side of magic was for the most part a mere 
utilization of known forces, such as are employed by modern 
3cience, But the regources of Atlas were as great, and the advan- 
tages incomparably greater. The whole archipelago was a laDora- 
tory, There was no question of the 'cost of regearcn'; every man 
was devoted to it, Every man thougqht only of the main problem 
"How to reach Venus" and its sub-isgues., Further, the main laws 
of mayic had always been found to govern and include chemical and 
physical laws. 

In the early days of colonization Zro was only known in its 
crude 8tatez it was the genius of a sinqle man that obtained the 
third State in its purity, From this state to the geventh it 
moved almost of itself, very much as radium does, The genius, 
having Sufficient in this Seventh s tate, made a sword, and com- 
pleted in three days the SubJugqation of the servile races, It was 
a Stroke of fortune, this quickness, for on the fourth day the 
Zro began to disintegqrate. The magicians then began to seek a 
means of making this state permanent. But in this they failed, 
38oO that knives had always to be replaced twice weekly; but in the 
course of their failures they discovered the infinitely more val- 
uable eiahth and ninth stages of Zro., Tradition has preserved a 
hint of their efforts in Alchemy with its problems of the fixation 
of the Universal Mercury, the Secret of perpetual motion, and 
'Fotable gold -- the Universal Medicine',. It has been theoretic- 
ally determined towards the end of the tenth state, that Zro 
Sghould be a $olid, but whether this was confirmed is beyond my 
knowledqe., 

To return to the main magical theory, the YQuintessence, said 
they, or Universal Subs tance (which gome strove to identify with 
Hyle, others with the Luminiferous Aether) is the two-in-one, 
liquid and $01id, the former part being also twofold, fluid and 
gageous, and the latter earthy and fiery. The combination of these 
four phases of Zro accounted for the universe. This quintessence 
is Zro in ome $8tate unknown and incalculable, Some expected to 
find it in its twelfth state, Some in a Seventeenth, others in a 


16 yo known state of pure Zro is stable. From this it will be 
Seen how entirely Atlas was in the hands of the Servile races. 
Fortunately no trouble ever arose; the Supply of labour was 
always ample. 


thirty-seventh: all this was pure quesswork., Some tradition to 
this effect appears to have reached Plato; and the neo-Platonists 
combined with those Jews who had preserved fraqments of the Eqyp=- 
tian tradition to form a new initiated hierarchy, the echo of 
whose teaching is found in Paracelsus, At one period, too, missions=- 
aries (not colonists, as has been igqnorantly asserted; there was 
no trouble of over-population in Atlantis) were gent to the four 
quarters and parties landed in Mexico, Ireland and Eqypt. The ad- 
ventures of the party who travelled South form an astounding chap=- 
ter in the history of Atlas, It was they who discovered the Mag- 
netic South, and whose observations rendered possible the theory 
which regulted in the piercing of the Earth by ro? 

There vere also preparations of Zro which increased the $Size 
of the user, and others which diminished it. In general usge among 
the lover classes, until the very end, was that composition which 
made the body light, Careful adjustment would equalize its weiqht 
with that of the displaced air, and movements of the 1imbs would 
then permit flying, In this way the oversgeers visited the plains 
and returned, The other and earlier art of flying needed no appar- 
atus, but I am forbidden to disclose the method, except to hint 
that It is connected closely with the art of 'dreaming true'. 

Thesge are but a few of the magic powers s80=-called of the 
compounds of Zroz but they will indicate the power of Atlas by 
showing what It could afford to neglect, Yet all these powers 
were implicit in the process of '(working'". 

The art of prediction was in the same 'ungatis factory state 
as it is in England today. Nor was its practice encouraged. A 
magician makes the future, and does not geek to divine Lit, All 
true prediction was therefore necessarily catastrophe, The great- 
est good fortune Seemed worthless to an Atlantean, Since it was 
accident, and if accidents are to happen, one of them may be 
fatal, They believad themselves to be equal to the whole tendency 
of things, and proudly gazed on Nature as &a man might upon a 
virgin captive to his spear., Everything that was being was Zroz 
everything that was Energy was 'working for Zro', Outside this 
was but by-product and waste-heap. 

The arrangement of the houses was in accordance with the 
magical theory. There was first the High House, then four (later 
Six, last ten) "Houges of Houses"; and to each of these was 
attached a varying number of ordinary houses. The High House was 
the central Shrine of the whole archipelago, and must be Separ- 
ately described, 


17 here was also a settlement in Finland, Tts only remains 
in historic periods is "Lapland Witches". 


OF THE HIGH HOUSE OF ATLAS, 
OF ITS INHABITANTS, AND OF THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, 
AND OF THE LIVING ATLA, 


The High Houge was Separated from its nearest neighbor by 
over twenty miles of sea, Its diameter was about an half-mile and 
its height four miles, It had no plains at the base, and its cliffs 
went absolutely Sheer and gmooth into the water. It was in Shape a 
flattish cylinder, but the top broadened into a pointed knob, 
Somewhat in the Style of St. Basil's at Mogcow, There was not a 
trace of vegetation, which by the way was Gdespised by the Atlan- 
teans. A child would pick a flower contemEtuously thinking "You 
cannot even move about®, or pet it as an English degenerate woman 
does a dog, The only entrance was by an orifice at the top, But 
the base was tunneled vo that from every house was a channel for 
the Zro which having been brought to the hiqhest perfection was 
thus transferred to headquarters, The receptacle at the base being 
far below the earth, and the Zro further heated by friction, it 
See thed continually into a bluish or purplish amoke, This was the 
Sgole gustenance of the inhabitants of the High House, In the early 
days the old High House, in an is land since destroyed by order 
of the Atla, had been called the House of Blood, the inhabitants 
Subsisting only on blood sucked from the living, The improvements 
in Zro had changed all that; but the idea was the game, to live on 
the Ouintessence of Life, Hence while the 'houses' ate and drank 
Zro, the High House drank its vapour. No children were born in it, 
and none below the rank of High Priest dwelt there. 

Except for one matter which was never thought of, though 
constantly spoken, the inmogst mysSstery of the High House was the 
'Living Atla'., This had many names, "Wordeater"®", "unghaven®"® (be- 
cauge the razors of Zro were turned on its hair), "Fireheart", 
"Beginning and End" and $0 on: but especially a word I can only 
translate as "To Her", a defective pronoun existing only in the 
dative., What the Living Atla really was, is a Secret of zecrets.! 
Wwe know it only from its epithets, its veils, Thus it was "That 
Black which makes black white". It was "twenty-six feet high and 
fifteen feet across -=- Oh my Lords, it is the essence of the 
Incommensurablel” It was "the wife of Zro", "the heart of Zro", 
"Jesire of Zro", "the Atla that eats Atlas”, "the sSwallower up of 
her own house*", "the pelican”", "the fire-nest of the Phoenix", 
according to the qgreatest of the poets. And the burden of his 
hymns of worship was that it must be destroyed., 

It was impossible to approach the Atla without being instantly 
sucked up and devoured by it. This was the greatest cJeath, and 


1% phnere are various theories; one & Sort of avatar affair, 
another that the Atla is a Juintessence of Some kind; another 
calls 'To Her' the 'Angqel of Venus, the force of our aspiration', 
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ardently desired by all, The favour was accorded only to those who 
discovered improvements in Zro, or otherwise merited 8ignal and 
Supreme recognition from the state, Hidden men listened to the 
cries of the victim, and thus learned the nature of the death. It 
appears that the black suddenly broke into a fiery rose, "the only? ? 
Luminous thing in Atlas", and a Shooting forward enclosed him. For 
Some reagson which was never even quessed the Atla refused women. 
Those who had geen Atlas were however useless to instruct. They 
came forth from the Pregence smiling, and even under the most Tear- 
ful tortures that the magicians could devise, continued to mile. 
The snile never left them during life, and the conscious SUPerior- 
ity of It was $0 irritating, and $o contrary to the harmony of 

life in Atlas that the women were killed, and their companions for 
the future forbidden to approach the Atla. 

Whatever theories as to its nature may have been formed by 
the magicians were upget by a famous experiment. A most holy high 
priest, a man who at puberty had insisted on immediate marriaqge 
with all the women of his house, a magician who had formed four 
new compounds of Zro, and discovered how to pass matter through 
matter, was honoured by the great death, On reaching the last cor- 
ridor, where the concentrated spirals of Zro vapour whirled up in- 
to the pregence of Atla, he bade farewell to the appointed 1listen- 
ers in the manner Suitable to his dianity, and then, taking a last 
deep draught of Zro into his lungs, rushed into the antrum, They 
heard him cry aloud "Ol* with gurprise, and then with inexpressible 
rapture the words "Behind Atla, Otlal®” which were, and still are, 
comvletely unintelligible, Their g8urprise was greater, when, Seven 
days later he came Striding past them without greeting, He went to 
his 'house' and ghut himself up, was never Seen or heard again, 
but was asSuredly living at the time of the 'catastrophe', This 
man founded a gchool of philogophy, or rather, it founded itself 
on what it supposed him to have discovered; and this school dis- 
putes with the orthodox the credit of the final success. 

The lesser mySteries of the High House were concerned almost 
entirely with the creation of 1ife, and the bridging of the gulf 
between Earth and Venus. These were connected intimately; the 
theory was that if Atlantean brains could exist in bodies suffic- 
iently Subtle to traverse aether, the tagk was done. Some of the 
experiments were crude enough, and, to our minds, horrible, They 
attempted to breed a new race by crossing with snakes, Swans, 
horses and other animals.** The Greek legends of such monsters as 
Chimaera, Medusa, Lamia, Minotaur, the Centaurs, the Satyrs and 
the like are mere filtrations of the Atlantean tradition, The only 
theory behind Such experiments was that they were contrary to the 
natural order, and $0 worth trying, Men of more scientific mind 
more plausibly passed Zro vapour through sea water; but they only 
created Serpents of vast gize, which they cast into the Sea about 
the High House as guardians. The Sea-Serpent, whether legend or 
fact, is derived from this experiment. It is quite possible that 
Some Such Survive. Another school, objecting strongly to the Sex- 


19 A mere compliment. 
#9 ESpecially monkeys. The results of this experiment were Sent 


to colonize an is land, but escaped, and after many Journeys, 
reached Japan, where their decendants flourish Still. 
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pProcess, "which mugst be transcanded as the Lemurians overcame 
gemmation® vivisected men and women, taking various parts of the 
brain, eSpecially the cerebellum, the pineal gland, and the pit- 
ui tary body and cultivated them in golutions of Zro under the 
invisible rays of black phosphorus. The best results of this work 
was a race of translucent jelly-folk of great intellectual devel- 
opment; but $o far from being able to travel through space, they 
could hardly move in their own element. Another school arqued 
that as Zro in vapour combined the virtues of the 1liquid and the 
Solid Zro, $0 a fiery state might be produced which would $o im- 
pregnate their bodies as to make them "mates of the aether”, This 
Sschool neld that Fiery Zro already existed in Nature, "in the 
heart of the Living Atla”, and asserted that those who died by 
absorption into Atla passed Straight to Venus, Many of them there- 
fore tried hard to obtain messages from that planet. Familiar with 
Newton's first law of motion, they further held it possible to 
Prepare Zro in $uch a state that a current of it could never be 
deflected or dissipated, and $o, if it could be made in sufficient 
quantity, a bridqe to Venus might be built by which they might 
travel, They therefore tunneled throuqh the planet, as previously 
explained, to have a gort of cannon for the Zro. But as their 
supply was pitifully ingufficient, they endeavored also to prepare 
a Zro which would have the power of multiplying itself. Alchemical 
tradition has Some record of this problem, 

Yet another group of magicians argqued that as Nature had 
cast off the planets from the Sun -- a disputed point, gome think- 
ing this due to magic, which if go completely destroys the argqu- 
ment -- it would be contrary to Nature to cause the planets to 
fall back into it. They busied themselves with attempts to increase 
the Earth's gravitational pull, and, (alternatively) to check her 
course, Their schemes were generally regarded as Utopian -- yet 
they could boast of the discovery of the Zro that lightened bodies, 
and of a kind of aether-screen which generated mechanical power in 
inexhaustible quantities by making matter 81ightly opaque to 
aether, This engine only worked on a very small scale., A $screen 
two inches long would tear itgelf from fagtenings that would have 
held an earthquake, while the rocks in its neighborhood would 
melt in a few minutes, and the Bea Doil instantly where its rays 
3sTruck, The most brilliant of this school asserted "Matter is a 
sTrain in the aether.” He explained gravitation in this way. 
Place two ivory spheres in a rubber tubez the Strain on the tube 
is least when the balls touch, The tendency is therefore for 
them to come together. Friction alone checks them. Now aether is 
infinitely elastic and without friction, From this data he cal- 
culated the Law of Inverse Squares. 

A more mystic school sav life everywhere. It knew all that 
we know, and more, about ions and electrons; it saw every phenom- 
enon as a manifastation of will. The crowning glory of this school 
was the discovery that Zro in its ninth stage, eaten and drunken 
with concentrated intention, produced the desired result, what- 
ever (within wide limits) that result miqht be, This went far to 
SuPersede the use of all Specialized forms of Zro, and so to unify 
the magical practice. 

It Seems curious with all this magic, Magic itself ghould be 
the thing most deplored. But it was the means, and, as Such, "that 
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which is in particular not the end', The word for Magic, Ijvnx, 
was the only dissyllable in the lanquage, for Magic was the 
es8entially two-fold thing, more two-fold (in a way) than the 
number two itself. It is interesting here to sketch briefly the 
mathematics of Atlas. The task is not easy, as their minds worked 
very differently from ours, 

The number 1 was a fairly simple idea; but two was not only 
two, but also "the regult of adding 1 to 1' and 'the root of 4'. 
The numbers grew in complexity out of all reagon., Seven was 6 plus 
I, and 5 plus 2, and 4 plus 3, and $o on; as well as 'the root of 
49*, "half 14', and the like. They even distinquished 4 plus 3 
from 3 plus 4. Each number also represented an idea or group of 
ideas on all sorts of planes. It would have been quite possible 
to discuss dress-making in terms of pure number, To give an exam- 
ple of the way in which their minds thought, consider the number 
three, Three, in $so far as it gives the first plane fiqure, sug- 
gests Superficiesz; with regard to the dimensions of Space, $Solid- 
ity. Three itself is therefore 'that ineffably holy thing in 
which the guperficies is the s8olid'. Of course hundreds of other 
ideas must be added to this; and to grasp and harmonize them all 
in one colossal gupra-rational idea was the constant task of every 
mathematician, The upshot of this was that all numbers above 33 
vere regarded as SPUrious, illusionaryz they had no real exist- 
ence of their own* 3; They were temporary compounds, unreal in 
very mucn the Same Sense as our Sqare root of 1, They were always 
expressed by graphic formulae, like our own organic compounds. 
To take an example, the number 156 was regarded as a gort of 
efflorescence of the number 7; it was neVer written but as 


177 plus 7 plus 7 plus 77 
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Again 11 was ugually written 3 plus 5 plus 3, It was always the 
aim to find Symmetry in these expressions, and also 'to find an 
eaSgy way to 1', This last is difficult to explain. 

Eleven was their great 'Key of Magic', It is a twofold number 
in 'the act of becomino 1', Thirty-seven was the essence of 1 in- 
asmuch as multiplying it by 3 gives 111, three ones, which divided 
again by 3 in another manner, yield 1. 'One would rather think of 
48 as 37 plus 11 than as 4 times 12' is the statement of an ele- 
mentary text-book dating from the earliest days of Atlas. It 
was a Sort of moral duty to teach the mind to think in this manner. 

The number 7 was the "perfect number' with them as with us, 
but for very different reagons, It was the link between Earth and 
Venus, for one thing; I cannot explain why, It was 'the number we 
Atla', and the 'house of success' (two being the 'house of battle'). 
It was also grace, Softness, ease, healing and 'Jjoy of Zro' as well 
as 'play of phosphorus'., Many mathematicians, however, attacked it 
with rigour; there was at one time an almost general consent to 
—?1 a partial exception existed for prime numbers, as being self- 
generated, and each of these waich had been investigated had 1ts 
Special (and comparatively Simple) Signification. 
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replace it by 8, and its "rapture-combination' 31, by 33, Despite 
the intense preoccupation with such ideas, mathematics as we know 
them had reached a perfection which if it does not surpass that 
of our own civilization, fails principally because of its theorems, 
handed down to Euclid and Pythagoras, although imperfectly, formed 
a Springqboard whence we might leap. 

The initiation of children was also a matter resgerved for 
the High House, Weaned at three months, the children were tended 
by the lower classes until the age of puberty, an occurence which 
fitted them at once for initiation, A legate from the High House 
was Sent for, and in his pregence the child was brougqht, acquainted 
with Zro by its father and mother, and full instruction in 'working'" 
was further conferred by any member of the 'house' who chose to do 
g0, this in practice meaning by everybody. The ceremonies were fre- 
quently long and exhausting; children often enough died in the 
course of them, This was not regarded as a $erious calamity; gome 
schools of magicians even pretended to rejoice, The representative 
of the High House had a prior right to the parents of the child; 
at Times he conducted the initiation in pergon, a high honor, but 
invariably fatal. On rare occasions nale children were Sent over 
to the Atla to be devoured, The parents of go fortunate a child 
vere advanced in rank on the Spot, and had special privileges 
conferred on them, Sometimes even being transferred to a 'House 
of Housges', All thoge who dwelt in the High House were veiled 
whenever they appeared, in order to prevent it being known that 
they were of the Same appearance in all respacts as their infer- 
lors. This ordinance had been made after the Great Conspiracy, 
with which I Shall deal in the chapter on History. 


VI 
OF THE UNDERGROUND GARDEiS OF ATLAS, 


AND OF THE ALLEGED COMMERCE OF THE ATLANTEANS 
WITH INCUBI, SUCCUBI, AND THE DEMONS OF DARKNESS. 


I have referred to the contempt with which the Atlanteans 
were prone to regard the vegetable kingdom. Animals, including 
man, Shared their scorn. The idea may have been that with their 
advantages they ought to have done much better for themselves. 
Minerals, however, were regarded as helpless; and hence the 
extraordinary attention paid to them, Beneath the houges the rock 
had been tunneled out into qgrottos, Some in odd fantastic forms, 
but most in immense polyhedra or combinations of curves. Each 
'housge!' had gome twenty of guch gardens. Three reagents were 
uged in the cultivation; the 'geed of metals', the "Seed of light', 
and the geed of " ', an untranslatable idea approximating to 
our mystics' interpretation of 'Alpha and Omega', The two former 
produced simple effects, the first formed Jjevels, gel f-luminous, 
which yet grew like flowers, the Second similar effects with met- 
als; while the third brought any mineral to flower in the most 


extravagant combinations of colour and form. All such conditions 
as texture, hardness, elasticity, and physical attributes in qgen- 
eral, were considered worthy of the profoundest attention. 

As an instance of these, I may describe particular gardens. 
One would have a roof of softly-glowing sapphires, foxqlove, blue- 
bell or gentian, and between these champak gtars of ruby. The walls 
would be covered with tendrils of vine within whose depths lurked 
tiny Dlossoms of amethyst, The floor would be of mnalachite, but 
alive, growing as a coral does, gofter than any earthly moss and 
more elastic to the tread, On every darker leaf might glow dew- 
drops of gelf-strung diamond formed from the carbon 4aioxide of the 
air by the action of the 'seed of 1light"',. Another grotto would be 
a monochrome of blue, various copper Salts being 'planted' every- 
where, and growing in incrustations and festoons of every Shade 
of blue from tie faintest tinge of coerulean azure and green and 
grey, in whosge abyss would be Been Shapes of anemonies, perhaps 
of guch hues as iron oxide, silver chromate, and cupramonium cyan- 
urate, All this floor would in all respects resemble water but for 
Les greater Solidity, and floating on it would be giant 1illies, 
great green leaves of emerald with cups of pearl not less than 
twelve feet in diameter, with corollae of pure gold, 0 fine that 
they qglimmered green, with pistils of platinum on whose tops trem- 
bled great pigeon-toed rubies. Another might be wholly of metal, 

a mere bower of Jasmine, with its floor of violets. The law of 
growth of these creatures of wisdom was not that of plants or 
animals, or even of crystals; it was that of the earth. Constantly 
growing as the planet approached the gun, they as Steadily Shrank 
as She departed to aphelion, This was not growth and decay, but 

the rise and fall of an eternal bogom, It is probable, too, that 
this is one of the reagons why Atlas neglected the hiqher kinqdoms yy 
they had learned to grow, but on wrong lines, and it was too late 
to endeavor to Correct the error. 

Thesge gardens were the principal places of working, It was 
hardly poessible to pass from one place to another without coming 
upon one of them, go cunningly were they distributed; and in every 
garden would be found, joyful and noble, parties of workers intent 
on their beloved task., The pasSer-by would gladly join one of such 
parties, engage in the work for $o long as he wished, and then pro- 
ceed upon his private business. In thege Same gardens, too, were 
Salvers and goblets always filled with Zro,and after toil, refresh- 
ment fitted the workers to return to labour. 

Now of these workings in the gardens Strange tales are told. 
It is Said that the inhabitants falling to repose were visited in 
Sleep by incubi and guccubi (whatever the nature of these may be, 
and I by no means concur in the opinion of Sinistrari), and that 
they welcomed guch with eagerness. Nay, darker legends tell of 
infamous commerce and intercourse with demons foul and malicious, 
and pretend that the power of Atlas was devilish, and that the 
catastrophe was the judgement of God. These mediaeval fables of 
the debaged and perverted phallicism miscalled Christianity are 
unworthy even to be refuted, founded as they are on hypotheses 
contrary to common sgense, Nor would they who knew themselves 
masters of the earth have deigned to degrade themselves, and 
moreover to vitiate their whole work by commerce with inferiors. 
If there be any truth whatever in these Stories, Lit will then be 
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more easily Supposable that the Atlanteans aspiring to journey 
Sunwards to Venus, might invoke the beings of that planet, Should 
Lt be possible for them to travel to us, And that this is impossi- 
dle, who can assert? On the theory of the Magicians, power increases 
as the sun is approached, the inhabitants of Earth beino more highly 
infused with the magical force of our Star than those of Mars, and 
they again more than thosge of great Jupiter, qloomy and disastrous 
Saturn and Uranus, or Neptune lost in star-dreams, Aqain, the Dpows- 
ers of each particular planet may, nay, must be wholly diverse. So 
fundamental a condition of existence as the value of & being vastly 
various, must not the inhabitants differ equally in body and in 
mind? What 1ives on the minute and airless moon can be no inhab- 
itant of what may hide beneath the flaming envelope of the sun, 
with its fountains of hydrogen flaming an hundred thousand miles 
into the aether, And 2urely 80 wild an ambition as that of Atlas 
would not have been held by beings $so wise and powerful for $|o nanv 
centuries had they not either a Sure memory of coming from Mars, or 
Some earnest of their eventual departure for Venus, Man does not 
persisgt in the chimerical for more than a few generations, Alchemy 
achieved regults $0 startling and $o beneficial to humanity at 
large -- one need only mention the digcovery of zinc, antimony, 
hydrogen, opium, gas itgelf -- that the original ideals were 
changed for others more limited and more practical -- or at least 
more immediately realizable., 

Nor is this view uns8upported by tegtimony of a sort. "Great 
and glorious, rays of our father the Sun," says one of the poets 
of Atlas, "are they within us, Let us call them forth by utterance 
that ig not uttered, by the gesture that is not made, by the work- 
ing that is above all working, for they are great and glorious, 
rays of our father the Sun, Then from our bride that waits for us 
in the nupital chamber, green in the green West, blue in the blue 
Eagt, exalted above our father in the even and in the morn, Spring 
forth our heirs and our host, to greet us in the darkness. Dim- 
qlimmering are our gardens in the 1iqht of the seed of lianht; 
they are peopled with Shadows; they take form; they are as Serpents, 
they are as trees, they are as the holy Zcrra, they are as all 
things straiqht or curved, they are winged, they are wonderful. 
With us do they work, and that which was but one is Seven, and 
that which was two is become eleven! With us do they work, and 
aive us of the draught miraculous; us do they instruct in magic, 
and feed us the delicate food. Let us call forth them that are 
within us, that they that are without may enter in, as it was made 
manifest by Him that maketh Secret." This passSage, not devoid of 
a rude eloquence, makes clear what was held in exotic circles. 
Por in Atlas the poet was not as in England a holy and exalted 
being, one Set apart for his high calling, throned in the hearts 
of the people, cherished by kings and nobles, one on whom no 
wealth and honor are too great to ghower, but one of the people 
themselves, of no greater consequence than any other. Every man 
was an artist in $o far as he was a man; and every man being 
equally $o in nature, whether $80 in achievement or not mattered 
nothing, as appreciation was of no moment. Accomplishing Art for 
the Sake of Art, the interest of the creator in his work died 
with its creation, It may therefore be possible that these words 
are those of poetic exaggeration, or that there is a concealed 


meaning in them, or that they are intended to mask and mislead, 
or that the poet was not himself fully instructed. Indeed it is 
certain that only the Hiqh House had the Secrets of Atlas, and 
that the magicians of the House held the undeniable if 2ometimes 
dangerous doctrine that the truth and falsehood of any statement 
alternated as do day and night according to the status of the 
hearer of the statement, However, $0 strong is the tradition 
concerning the 'Angel of Venus' that it must at leasgt be consid- 
ered carefully. The theory appears to have been that if the 
magicians of Venus invited the Atlanteans, means would asguredly 
follow, Just as if a King summons a paralysed man to his presence, 
he will algo send officers to convey him, Now whether the "Angel 
of Venus' is really an angel in anything like the modern $Sense of 
the word, or merely a title of one of the principal magicians of 
the planet, Lit is evident that the High House ardently desired 
his pregence., That this might be manifested by the birth of a 
child "without the stain of Atla' was clearly an ultimate desid- 
eratum, an outward and visible sign of redemption, an obvious 
guarantee of the reality of the occurence. It was then a Virain 
high priestess who achieved $o notable a renown; whether or not 
this is a mere poetic parable of the abioqenesis -- if it is 
indeed fair to $o describe it -- of the eleventh stage of Zro 
is another and an open question, In any case, Such is the trad- 
ition, and numerous parodies of it are gtill extant in the stories 
of the births of Romulus and Remus, Bacchus, Buddha and many other 
legendary heroes of modern timesjz we even catch an echo in the 
myths of guch barbarian lands as Syria. 

So much and no more concerning the Underground Gardens of 
Atlas, and of their commerce with. the inhabitants of Venus, 


VII 
OF MARRIAGE AND OTHER CURIOUS 
CUSTOMS OF THE ATLANTEANS: AND 
OF SACRIFICES TO THE $00S, 


I have already adverted to that most singqular conception of 
the duty of the married which opposes the customs of Atlas to 
thoge of any other race on earth. But the considerations which 
eStablished it have yet to be discussed, I will not insist on 
that gross and cynical point of view which might perceive in 
English marriage today a practical vindication of the Atlantean 
position, On the contrary, in Atlas marriage formed the loftiest 
of ideals, It regembles the "Hermetic marriage” of certain 
alchemists., The bond between the parties was only stronger for 
the abgsence of the lower link. The idea underlying this was in 
the main a particular case of the general proposition that what- 
ever was natural Should be transcended. As will be Seen in the 
final chapter, the very stigma of success in their Great Work was 
the transcending of the sexual process., The bond of marriaqe was 
not, however, entirely of this negative character. It had its 


positive Side, and here closgely res8embled the go-called Christian 
doctrine of Christ and the church, Husband and wife were to be 
father and daughter, mother and gon, brother and sister, teacher 
and pupil, and above all, friends, And this relation was to $sub=- 
S$igt on all planes, The hieroglyph of love was a crossj that of 
marriage, parallel straight lines, and as the cross was to be 
transcended in the circle, go were these lines to converge not 

on Earth, but in Venus, In the meanwhile each partner led his 

own free life;z and it often occurred that a woman, having borne 
two children to a man and married him, would bear two children to 
another man, and $0 on perhaps for two centuries, thus acquiring 

a cohort of husbands, Such an arrangement must clearly have led 

to grave confusion had any question of property and inheritance 
been involyed, but notions go unfortunate were unknown, Where all 
had every heart's desire, of what value were they? It is true that 
Some division of labour (though little) was involved in the Social 
Scheme, but it occurred to no one to regard the supervision of 
Serviles as less honorable than the offering of qreat sacrifices., 
In a perfect organism one part is as necessary and decent as any 
other part, and no s$ane obgerver can reasgon otherwise, For a per- 
fect organism has a Single definite aim, and the only dishonourai>le 
feaatiier on an arrow would be the one that was out of place, Human 
nature being what it is, one may nevertheless agree that this 
measureless content with the existing order, except in $so far as 
the purpose of the establishment of that order was unfulfilled, 
was rendered possible by the extreme 1lightness of the toil demanded 
of any individual. But it is impossible for slaves to understand 
free men, It 1s always a wonder to Englishmen that a man Should 
devote himself to unremitting toil for an ideal. He is called a 
crank, basely Slandered, the lowest motives being without any 
reason assigned to his actions, mocked, persecuted, perhaps cru-=- 
cified, This is partly forgivable, as in Enaland philanthropy 1s 
almost invariably the mask of vice and fraud, 

The ceremony of marriage** was simple, dignified, yet poig- 
nant, The lovers in the presence of their whole house, publicly 
embraced for the last time, Their two children pressed them apart. 
Elevating their hands in a crossed clasp they gave way, and the 
children vassed through, preceding a most holy image which was 
borne by a priest and priestess between them, Then they parted, 
and each was Severally congratulated and embraced by any of the 
others who chose, and the priest and priestess then, exalting the 
image and getting it in a Suitable |shrine, clogged the ceremony by 
the command "To work" and adding force to the same by their exam- 
ple. 

The education of children was another important matter in 
which their ideas were wholly oppoged to our own, It ceased al- 
together at the age of puberty, which was Sometimes as early as 
3ix, never later than fourteen. Were it $80 delayed, the celinquent 


?2 There was also the marriage of those of the Magicians who 
refused all intercourse with the opposite Sex, and were therefore 
married to the whole $ex as Such. Here was no ceremony used; but 
each had a special mark s1ignifying that he or She was thus 
consecrated. 
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was crowned in mockery with a 8quare black cap, Sometimes tassel- 
ated, and sent among the serviles to instruct them in religion and 
Similar branches of learning, and never permitted to return to 
Atlas, The ignorance and $Superstition of the plains was thus kept 
at a proper heiqht, 

The method of education was indeed singqular, Certain Atlant- 
eans who made Lit their study would place the various articles in 
the hands of infants, and observe what use they made of them. In 
the course of a few months the experts had accurately mapped the 
p8sychology of the child, and it was led in accordance therewith. 
The marriage customs of Atlas allowed no too rapid growth in num- 
bers, and it was therefore easy to give each child attention. The 
method of opposition was again employed in education, the child's 
natural wish being constantly stimulated by a parallel training 
in the contrary 8ubjJect., Children were also Shown a Series of 
ordered facts, and an explanation given, But not the least pains 
was taken to agcertain whether the child had retained those in- 
Structionsz they were left as impressions on the mind, The brain 
was not injured by the strain of being constantly forced to bring 
up its Stores from the gubconscious., It was found in practice 
that every child learnt everything that it was Shown, and that 
this learning was always ready for use, while the consciousness 
was never wearied or overcrowded, It was also found that those 
whoge memories were what we call good were precisely those who 
failed to develop in other ways more useful to society., 

The most peculiar of their methods was the Search for genius. 
It was the business of the experts to pay the most Serious and 
reverent attention to all that a child did, and whenever they 
failed to understand the workings of its mind, to place it under 
the charge of a Special guardian, who did his utmost to comprehend 


Sgufficiently to be able to encourage Lit to become vet more 
unintelligible, 


Apud eos membrum virile membrano lucido erat; ob auod qualis 
ciLrcumscisio die nativitatis facta erat, Vix credere dignum 25st, 
tanquam verum, feminarum montes venereales similutidine facies 
fuere, facies demonicae, Sardonicae, Satvricae, cujus os erat os 
vulvae, res horribiles atque ridiculosa. Ferunt similia de virorum 
membris, quae fingunt sicut imagines homunculorum fuere, Iege -= 
Judice -- Tace, 


Many of the men had ossified extensions of the frontal process 
which amounted to horns, and the formation was occasionally found 
in the higher types of women. Curiously carven head-dresses of 
gold were worn by both sexes, and those of priestly rank adorned 
these with living serpents, and the high priests yet further. with 
feathers or with winas, Such being not the spoils of dead birds, 
but the blossoms of the live qold of the crowns, Some tradition 
of this custom is found in the pictures of the 'Gods' of Egypt, 
these gods being merely the Atlanteans whose missLion civilized the 
country. The names of gome of the earlier gods confirm this, Nu 
(Hebrew Noah) is Atlantean for arch, Zu (Eqyptian Shu) for many 
ideas connecting with wind, Asi means 'cum quasl Serpens*', obviously 
the name of an actual High Priestess. Ra is pure Atlantean for Sun, 
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and 'Mge is that of a strong woman ('M) closing the mouth of a 
serpent (S) or dragon, and from this we have the XIth card of the 
Bohemian Tarot, and the legend in the Apocalypse, In the mystic 
Greek used by the Gnostics we find similar traces, SOPHIA being 
from S Ph, giving the idea of 'serpent breath' i.e. wisdom. I A © 
is PHALLOS, KTEIS, PROKTOS, The word LOGOS means the Boy (G) nat- 
urally engendered of the Virgin (L) and the Serpent (S), THEOS 
(root O, first written 5) means the gun in his strength and also 
the Lingam-Yoni conjoined, CHRISTOS is "The love of passion of 
the Risging Sun (R) and the Serpent (S)", The I and T indicate 
certain details which are foreign to the pregent discussion, 
NEUMA (Atlantean N M) is the 'Arch of the Woman', MARIA, the 
Woman of the Sun.** The words MEITHRAS and ABRAXAS are again 
derived from Atlas. "The woman entered, Lingam being conjoined 
with Yoni, bears the gun from har Serpent womb" and "From the 
womb's mouth the gun (cometh geeking) a womb for his desire, even 
the womb of a gerpent®”, the course of the year being $ignified in 
this manner, as ugSual with the ancients. This plan of an idea 
corresponding to each letter was carried out very strictly: thus 
TLA, black, means the stiqma or mark of the virgin's womb, IT A 
(Haill Greeting!) 'PFace to Face', from the other peculiarity 
described above, Thesge few examples will suffice to indicate the 
singqular character of the language ,** and the way in which its 
eSSential doqmatic Symbols have been incorporated by the heirs of 
Atlas in the inmost sganctuaries of races which they deemed worthy 
of guch assistance. 

I must not pass over in silence the question of sacrifice to 
the gods, to which a vassing reference has already been made. 
Such sacrifices were not very frequent; the victims were the 
'failures', thoge who were ugeless to the Social economy , * * As 
they represented capital expenditure, the obJect was to recover 
this, at least, since no interest could be expected, The victim 
was therefore handed over to a Hiqh Priest or Priestess, who ex- 
tracted the life by an instrument devised for and excellently 
adapted to the purpose, S0 that it died of exhaustion. The life 
thus regained was given to 'the gods' in a manner too complex to 
be degcribed in this brief account, 

The early age at which puberty occurred was due to design., 
The normal period of qestation had also been Shortened to four 
months, This was all part of the s8cheme to economize time. O1c 
age had been almost done away with by the great readiness of the 
Atlanteans to 'qo and see' at the first sign of failing power. No 
doubt, further improvements would have been made but for the loss 


"23 HAR is Atlantean (also Sanscrit) for die. This word throws 
1ight on their conception of death. 

* Note that no tautologies defile its linguistic wells, "AS TI 
have written” is never changed to 'as IT have observed, notedl, 
described, Said, indicated, remarked, pointed out' and 80 wv. 

T must revert for a moment to the lanquage., OIX, Greek OIKOS 
meant the 'House of the penetrating men'. NOM, Greek NOMOS, the 
'arch of the House of the Women', 1i1.e. that which roofed them in 
or protected them. Hence "the law*®, 


of interest in the matter, all generation being regarded as "the 
o1d experiment', not likely to repay the trouble of further re- 
Search, In the 200 or 300 years of a man's full vigour, only 8 
years On an average was the wastage of childhood, and even this 
was not all waste, gince gome time at least must be necesSSary 
for the experts to discover and direct the tendencies of the mind. 
The body ought therefore to be regarded as an engine, the theoret- 
ical limit of whose efficiency had been reached. 

So much I mention of the customs of the Atlanteans with 
regard to marriage, education and religious sacrifices, 


VIII 


OF THE HISTORY OF ATLAS, FROM 

ITS EARLIEST ORIGINS TO THE 

PERIOD IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING 
THE CATASTROPHE, 


The origin of Atlas is lost in the obscurity of antiquity. 
The official religious explanation is this: "We came across the 
waters on the living Atla®”, which is pious but improbable. A mystic 
meaning is to be Suspected. The lay historian gays "We came, 
eScaping from destruction, eight pergons in a Ship, bearing the 
living Zro.,." This reminds one of later legends of presumably equal 
value, Poets frankly claim "We descended from heaven”, and it has 
been Seriously urged that Seafarers would have preferred the plains 
to the rocks. The law of contrariety to Nature explains this away. 
Others maintain that the earliest Settlers came (by air', or 
"through air!'., This must mean balloons or airplanes, as flying was 
not known until centuries after, What is definitely known is that 
the earliest Settlers were of a purely fighting race. 

An Atlantean Homer, Ylo, has described the first battle in 
SUCch detail as to leave no doubt that he is retelling facts -=- a 
marked contradiction to his earlier books, There appear to have 
been but few Atlanteans, unless the names given are those of chiefs, 
which internal evidence contraverts. Their valour Seems to have 
been prodigious. The natives were armed with every possible in- 
3trument of precision, having cavalry and artillery in abundance, 
as well as weapons that must have been as Superior to the modern 
rifle (unless Ylo exaggerates) as that is to the arquebus.' In Spite 
of this the men of Atlas 'smote them with rods' or 'fell upon them 
with their cones', and routed them utterly, This mention of rods 
and cones has absurdly $uggested to commentators that the Atlanteans 
uged their eyes, and hypnotised the enemy, To State Such an opinion 
is Sufficient to expose its author to the contempt of the thought- 
ful. Altogether 86 battles were fought, extending over five years, 
be fore the natives were reduced to 8ue for peace. This was granted 
on generous terms, which the colonists broke, as Soon as they dared 
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to do $0, in accordance with the invariable rule of colonists, then 
as much as today, However, it was nigh on an hundred years before 
the first college of magic was established, Previously the Atla 

had been caried about as occasion demanded, It was nov enshrined 
with gome decency of ceremonial upon a mountain. About three hun- 
dred years later we find ourgelves face to face with the first 
great Mystery of Atlas, This is a translation of the record of 

that most Strange event, 

"Now it came to pass that all men turned black and died, and 
that the living Atla abode alone, bearing Mercury, whereof the Sun 
knoweth, Thus came again the true men of Atlas, and their women, 
bearing gods and goddesses. And the void suffered nothing, and 
the earth was at peace. Now then indeed arose Art, and men builded, 
being blind, And there was 1ight, and $gome of the light wrought 
mischief., Wherefore the wise men destroyed them with their magic, 
and there is no record because it is written in that which is." 

A gort of "Si monumentum quaeris, circumspice® geems here implied. 
In any case there were clearly two gaps unbridgeable between the 
early Struggles of the settlers, the period of great buildings, 

and the modern period, which proved gtable of 'houges'. The 'houses'" 
were only made possible by the perfecting of Zro, and this helps 
considerably to fix the date. The next 2500 years were years of 
peace ful progress; the labour-mills were run without a hitch, and 
the next event was the discovery of black phosphorus.,. It had been 
the custom to worship the Atla with lights, and these lights had 
been candles of yellow phosphorus in golden Sheathes. At that time 
the Atla was veiled. At one festival of Spring the veils were burnt 
up, the 1igqgnts extingquished, and the yellow phosphorus was found 

to have been turned into the black powder, The magicians examined 
this, and brought Zro to its ninth stage, This revolutionized the 
condition of things: old age and disease were no more, and death 
voluntary. Strangely enough this led directly to the Great Consptir- 
acyYs.o 

At the end of this period of 2500 years the system of 'houses'" 
was well established.,. There were over 400 gucn 'houses', each of 
verhaps 1000 gouls on an average. These were governed by 4 'houses 
of housges' whoge rulers took orders from the High House, at the 
head of which was the 1iving Atla., The plain principle of Atlas 
was revolution; and like all revolutionary bodies, was obliged to 
adopt the strictest form of autocracy. A democracy is always $Sod- 
denly conservative. The only hope is to catcin it in one of its 
moments of crazy enthusiasm, and crush it before it nas time to. 
recover. Caegar and Napolean both aid this as far as they couldz 
Cromwell and Porfirio Diaz did the game within -narrower limits. 

Now a certain $Sophist -=- for philosopher one cannot call him 
-o tried to enunciate a magical law to the effect that the present 
Standard of life was all that could be desired; that further pro- 
gress would be harmful, that Venus was not worth attaining, and 
that the gole endeavor of the magicians Should be to preserve 
things as they were, That Such a proposition could be Supposed a 
'law* reflects no credit on its author or its supporters. Yet of 
these it found many, The ninth stage of Zro was a leap calculated 
to unsettle the calmest mind. Its reality had beqggared the opti- 
mist's daydream. Poets had thrown down their stilettos, ** High 


"26 yeedle-sharp daggers of 2ro in its Seventh stage were used 
to write on the rock walls of Atlas, 


Prieszts who had Spent decades in hopeful experiment $saw their 
results attained by an entirely different method. In short, two 
thirds of the people were infected with the heresy, and hoped to 
near it promulgated as a Law of Magic, 

It Should be here explained that every Law of Magic had its 
turn as tne principal law of practical working, and the 8school 
Supporting any law, or insisting on it, became prominent with it, 
zvery dominant law in all history had always been made insiqnifi- 
cant by a new discovery about Zro, or other matter of practical 
Lmportance, just as the "Peace with Honour' battle-cry of Disraeli 
was drowned by tne calculation of the cost of warships, $soldiers 
and patriotism, Each step in Zro had consequently implied the rise 
to power of a new School; and the sofhist was ambitious, and yet 
the law ne wished to establish was the ruling law of the servile 
races. 

The 'law' was accordingly gent to the Hign House for approval, 
Some opposition may nave been forseen, but no one was prepared for 
the blackness of disapproval which actually radiated, striking 
hearts cold, A course without precedent, no answer was vouchsafed, 
On the contrary, even normal communication was Suspended., The 
nhouses which favoured the innovation -- 333 in number -=- took 
counsel, came to the decision that it was useless to oppose the 
High House, and were about to acquiesce, when a woman who had once 
been in the presence of 'To Her' rose and thought vehemently "The 
Living Atla is the head of our conspiracy.". In other words, they 
were the loyalists, the Magicians of the High House the rebvDels., 
This was why they had cut themselves off, because their own head 
was against them, It was instantly resolved to qo to the Hiaoh House, 
and demand the custody of 'To Her', Nearing the coal, however, 

a remnant of the ancient reverence half cowed even the ringleaders 
-- I nay mention that five of every six of the heretics were women 
-- when they Saw a Stern phalanx of magicians, its point threaten- 
ing their centre, As they wavered, a woman cried "They are only 

men Such as we are." The ranks stiffened;z on all sides the army 
closed upon the tiny phalanx, which only numbered 66 all tole., 

It was then that the truth was known, Ere a blow could be $struck, 
the attacking party vanishedz it was instantaneous and complete 
annihilation. Trom that moment it was certain that the ruling pow- 
er in Atlas was Something®*? infinitely more powerful than the 
Living Atla. In order to avoid any possible repetition of such 

a disaster -=- for the Magicians of the High House knew that any 
manifestation of the Supreme must undo the work of centuries -= 
they gave out that they had become too terrible to look upon, 

and for the future they always appeared with heavy veils, or 

rather masks, Since for the most vart they were carven fantas tically 
by the wearers in their leisure hours. A further alteration was 
made in the System of government, The head of one of the 'houses 

of houses*' was made Supreme: the High House took no part in affairs 
of state. Thus the Atla was to all intents and purposes .deposed, 


27 This natter is not for open discussion., Even at this distant 
date it would be dangerous to do $so much even as indulge 1n 
Speculation. 
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although the same reverence and sacrifice were paid to it as for- 
merly, It became a 'constitutional monarch', in our modern jargon. 

The next thousand years were years of serious trial in other 
ways, The toil of repopulation was excessive, and there was a 
revolt or rather strike of the servile races, which was ended by 
the g8ubstitution of 'bread from heaven' for those products of the 
earth on which they had formerly been fed, a diet which proved $s0o 
adaptec to their natures that no labour troubles ever recurred., 

The Greek legends of the wars between Gods, giants, Titans 
are traditional of a real war or $eries of wars which continued 
with intervals over 200 years, The enemy had developed naval 
arrament to an extreme, Their tactics were these: 

Il, To wipe out the servile races and so to interfere with 

the production of Zro., 

2, To rush and destroy the Hiqh House, 

The first of these met with a great deal of $success, the 
floating rock being Struck with projectiles and |sunk, This occurred 
chiefly on the outlaying is lands, where they were not too much 
afraid to make raids in force, They also gent epidemic disease 
of many kinds, Atlas was reduced to such extremity in these ways 
that at one tire the waterwavs were forced and the assault on the 
High House was actually carried out, bonbardmrent continuing Gay 
and night for months together, Throuqh a misunderstanding of a 
well known magical law, Atlanteans at that time considered them- 
ge lves prohibited from employing any other defence than the rods 
and the cones of their forefathers; and these, it appears, were 
useless against machinery, or against nen protected by fortification 
in Such a way that they could not be got at from any auarter. 

Thus the Sharklike Submarines of the enemy were unassailable. 

The war was therefore at first entirely one-sided., A certain youth=- 
ful magician, however, resolving to die for his country if need 
were, decided to retaliate, He had found that Zro in its nascent 
State (i.e. between the globes) had the power of bringing about 
endothermic reaction, seawater for example, becoming caustic 

Soda and hydrochloric acid; and further that this acid thus 
produced was many thousand times more active than in its normal 
State, For example, the rock basins in which he conducted his 

first experiment dissolved as rapidly as butter under boiling oil. 
He then prepared a number of pairs of receiver-qglobes, and dropped 
them in the vicinity of the enemy's submarines by night, In this 
manner he destroyed the hulls of almost the whole fleet in a 

Single night; and the remainder fled in panic at dawn, They re- 
turned the following year, carrying out daylight raids only and 
devoting themselves chiefly to destroying the labour-mills. The 
young magician had been rewarded for his services by being presented 
to the Atla, and this example encouraged others to find means of 
attacking the invaders. Artificial darkness was therefore invented, 
and combined with the former method; but this was only partially 
Success ful, the tremendous pace of the "'sharks"' enabling them to 
evade any threatening clouds. They did enormous damace, and the 
Supplies of Zro were sSeriously curtailed. Things now went from 

bad to worse, and culminated in the attack on the High House, the 
besiegers keeping their battleships surrounded by rafts of fire, 

So that attack was impossible even by night, It was then that the 
Higa House called on the heroism of its sons, Armed with long 
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swords of Zro, they plunged into the sea, to perish under the tooth 
of the Zhee-Zhou, but not before they had time to hack the invading 
battleships to shreds, Their floating torcn-rafts only assisted the 
attack by directing the s8wimmers to their quarry, The attack on the 
Hioh House had aroused Atlas at last. A counter invasion was plotted 
and carried out with immediate and complete $success, the enemy being 
exterminated, and their country not merely ravaqed but des troved by 
arousing the forces of earthquake, All activity of this kind hows=- 
ever was deprecable, a recurrence was guarded against by removing 
the High House to the lofty mountain previously described, and a 
"'house' was chosen to cultivate the art of war, and entrusted with 
the duty of destroying any living thing that might approach within 
a nundred miles of Atlas, 

Only one other adventure of historical importance remains to 
De recorded, It is the attempt of some foolish Atlanteans to found 
an 'Empire', and $80 to be entirely distingquished from the mission- 
ary effort referred to previously, The original $settlement of Atlas, 
as has been the case with all flourishing colonies, was made by a 
few hardy pioneers, who strengthened themselves gradually by qrowth. 
But Atlas in her momentary madness poured out blood and treasure 
in the fatuous attempt to impose alien domination on lands utterly 
unsuilted to the genius of the people, The idea, of course, was to 
Lncrease the Supply of labour and consequently of crude Zro, In the 
first place the adventure was expensive, It was uneconomical (in the 
Scientific sense) to gend $ships with less than 1000 fiqhting men. 
The Zro required for these meant tne employment of at least 7000 
Serviles, and naval construction was therefore of a colossal order. 
But although little difficulty was found in conquering the countrv 
in the military 8ense, the natives had to be almost exterminated, 
and the labour of the Survivors proved difficult to enforce. It was 
even then not a tenth as efficient as that of the serviles at home, 
The imported serviles moreover caught native diseases, and died in 
hundreds; and though by prodigious $sacrifices the VWest African 
Empire was kept going for nearly 200 years, it had to end at last 
no less ingloriously than the French adventure in Mexico, or the 
English in India, and South Africa, ** 

The main causes were the impossibility of breeding children 
in a climate so unsuitable, even of maintaining their own women, 
and above all the fact that the crude Zro was not of a quality 
equal to that obtained in Atlas, and that the Zro generated by 
the Atlanteans themselves was not to be made at all outside their 
own country, The lesson was learnt, Until the end no further 
attempt was made to advance in any but the true direction. The 
great majority of the colonists returned to Atlas; but many, | 
degenerating as is the fashion with colonists of this conquering 
kind, abandoned Zro for gross food, intermarried with the natives, 
and have generally degenerated yet further to races inferior 
even to the present descendants of those who were in those days 
the equivalents of the serviles of Atlas. 


28 7 write a little, but not much, in advance of the events. 
To illustrate the theory here advanced I vill ask the reader to 
compare the results of the attempts to colonize America by (a) 
the whole military power of Spain at her zenith, (ÞD) tne handful 
of exiles in the 'Mayflower'. 
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OF THE CATASTROPHE, 
ITS ANTECEDENTS AND 
PRESUME D CAUSES. 


In my remarks on Zro IT have a necessarily somewhat diffuse 
account of the properties of this remarkable sS8ubstance., It must 
now be made clearer that the crude Zro in its nine stages pro- 
duced by the sServiles, and consumed in the 'houses' was in each 
Stage of inferior quality to that of the game degree produced 
by the Atlanteans, and consumed by the Hiqh House, For examvle, 
the crude Zro was nade in a labour-mill with all gorts of insula- 
tions, The first stage of the priest's Zro could be made anywhere 
and at any time, and naturally directed itself to the receptacie 
for Lt without any precautions. It must, I think, be pres umed that 
the Zro generated in the Hiqh House was again of far greater pur- 
ity and potency. Very little of it can have been used in the ex- 
veriments of the magicians, and it is therefore necessary to 
account for enormous quantities, produced during nany centuries 
of uninterrupted labour, I have, however, no Gdata of any kind for 
this investigation; the mysteries of the High House have ever been 
i1nscrutable, and were not wholly delivered to the Heirs of Atlas, 
They must be rediscoverecd by the magicians of the new race, It may 
be that in gome form or other the Zro had been made stable, and 
used to impregnate the column which is alleged to have been driven 
'through the earth'; perhaps, and less improbably, only to the 
depth of a few hundree miles, This column, however long it may 
nave Deen, had certainly its top immediately beneath the reservolr 
of the High House, It had been completed about 70 vears before the 
'catastrophe' but apparently no effort was made to utilize it in 
any way, To me it appears probable that in gome one mind the whole 
'catastrophe' was brooding, that the column was part of the device, 
and that the event which I Shall now describe was the other part. 

This event was the birth of a child in the High House, a child 
without the distingquishing mark of the daughters of Atlas, That any 
cnild at all ghould have been born there is $0 incredible that TI am 
inclined to suspect an improver use of the word 'born', I think 
rather that a magician brouaqht Zro to its eleventh stage, when it 
takes human form, and lives1 The alternative theory 1is that of the 
'Ancel of Venus" described in the chapter on the Underground Gardens 
of Atlas, The Supporters of this theory hold that the child was not 
born of a priestess, but of the Living Atla, 


In any case, the whole country gave itself up to unbridled 
rejoicing. Work was carried on at a greater sSveed than ever before: 
one night say a delerium of labour, For eleven years this continued 
without cessation, and then without warning came the order to repair 
to the High House -=- every man, woman, and child of Atlas. 'That was 
then done, I know not, and dare not quess; that same day Seven vol- 
unteers, heroic exiles from the reward of $so many centuries of toil, 


voluntary maroons on the discarded planet, the Heirs of Atlantis, 
turned their faces from the High House, and Sgeverally Sought dis- 
tant mountains, there each to quard his share of the Secrets of 
the Holy Race, and in due time to discover and train up fit child- 
ren of other races of the earth so that one day another people 
might be founded to undertake another such task as that now ended. 

Hardly had the pinnacle of Atlas melted into the sea behind 
them, than the "catastrophe' occurred, The High House and the 
column beneath it, with all the inhabitants of Atlas, Shot from 
the earth with the vehemence of a million 1lightnings, bound for 
that green blaze of glory that scintillated in the West above 
the gSunset. 

Instantly the Earth, its god departed, gave itself up to 
anguish, The $sea rushed into the void of the column and in a 
thousand earthquakes Atlas, 'houses' and plains together were 
overwhelmed forever in the ocean, Tidal waves rolled round the 
world; everywhere great floods carried away villages and towns; 
earthquakes rocked and tempests roared; tumult was triumpant. 

For years after the catastrophe the dying tremors of the Event 
3till Shook mankind with fear. ** And the eternal waves of the 
great mother rolled over Atlas, Save where Earth in her aqony 
thrust up gaunt pinnacles, bare masts of wreckaqe to mark the 
vanished continent. Save for its heirs, of whose Successors it is 
my hiqhest honour to be the youngest and least worthy, oblivion 
fell, like one last night in which the gun Should be forever 
extinct, upon the land of Atlas and its people, 

Shall 8s uch hiqh purpose fail of emulation, such achievement 
and example not excite us to like striving? Then let earth fall 
indeed from her high place in heaven, and mankind be outcast for- 
ever from the s8unl Men of Earthl Seek out the heirs of Atlas let 
them order you into a phalanx, let them build you into a pyramid, 
that may pierce that appointed which awaits you, to establish a 
new dynasty of Atlanteans to be the mainstay and mainspring of 
the Earth, the pioneers of their own path to heaven, and to our 
lord and Father, the Sunl And he put his hand under his thigh, 
and 8wore it. 

By the ineffable , Tla, and by the noly Zro, did he 
Swear it, and entered into the body of the new Atla that 1s 
alive upon the earth, 


The Legend of the Deluge 1s derived from this event. 
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Fron Bou Saada to Biskras A Sketet of the Toute followed bv ''r, 
Crowlev, Bou Saada is aÞnrut two hundred miles 5outh 


of Alaienrs 


T\ 


h my first visit to the Sanare juet over a yeer 
e£0, the local proverot ran: "IT never reing 
gouth of Sidi AiSSas! A montn's tramp &id 

1ittle to daispel This cream; we had a perfect time, 

g0 pertect that last Lecember, heving drought "The 
Rites of ileusis" to a fortunate conclusion, I Said: 
Let me return to the Geert." 

Therefore dia I con the breeches of buckskin end 
the ancient coat, loaged the Weuley, ang fillea the 
TUucksac with tobacco» Therefore cid I g8peecd wnto 
Bou Sazde, ang, Seateg iilmly but gently in front oZ 
the hotel, tesought Allah to provide me with & baggate- 
cemel s T £0t one; but it was Eblis who Sent it! 

I also had an interpreter, nemned Mohauvmed, but he 
Soon taught us to call niw "Lloyd George , " 

Two days later we Staried for tre Gcesert., Tune 
first nalt, Sidi el Hamel, is a Saharen UnNiVersiltyse 
There was &e 'narabout,” a noly man, and ne received 
me brotherly and regaled me with Kous-xous, waich I 
pPexnitiec ny Teithful cigsciple to Share. 

(I alweys travel wita a disciple; it Saves trouble. 
I let his beard grow anc shaved his head, except for 
two tufts on the foreneea, to maize nin look like the 
Devil. He did. The netivee were very much SIRENS 0» | 

From el Fawel we wengcered Southward to Ain Senarg, 

_ Ain keleh, and Ain Rich. 

From Ain Rich there are no villages wntil Sidi 
KhnaleG, aigtant ore hundred kilometres which, con- 
Sidering the bad going, is worth one himdred niless 

It was a beautiitul morning, with but a touch of 


north-yvest wind. We were feeling very fit; I had 
torgotten all about England, and we began to congratu- 
late ourgelves on another pleasant journey, I 8uppose 
the north-wegst wina was eaves dropping. 

We had Some tood in an wnexpected and decayed hovel 
about noon; for the wind had got up sufficiently to 
meke it too cold to Sit about, An hour later we 8struck 
for the mountains, It was a really fine mountain pass; 
the Gcescent a Splendid gorge, precipice-walled., The 
cemel-ariver wanted to pitch camp about three o'clock, 
and we nad trouble with him, 

Camel-arivers have no sense at all; in England they 
would cet either the tznbankwuent or the Home Office, 
This imbecile had been all his life in the desert, and 
had not yet learnt that he and his camel needed foode 
He never took any with him, and having reached a 8uit- 
able spot thirty miles from the nearest blade of grass, 
complained of nwnger. 

I had hoped he would have found gone thistles. 

This by parentnesisse We wandered on, and pres- 
ently emerging from the gorge came upon an Arab, who 


Spoke of a Bedouin encampment down Streams 
This we found a few ninutes after nighfall. The wind 


was violent and bitter beyond belief, but no rain felle 
"Rain never fallssouth of Sidi Ais8as" 

SO we fed and turned in, Our tent was an Arab lean-to, 
a mere blanket propped on sticks, some necessary to its 
Support, other degSigned to interfere with the comfort of 
the people inSidee 

iy aigsciple, fatigued by the day's march, fell asleep. 

AS it happened-- pure Luck, for he had no more 8Sense 
than the camel-driver; disciples never havei— he had 
chosen the one possible spot. A4As for us, I woke in about 
half an hour to feel the most devilish domn-pour, It 
wasS as bad as Darjeeling and the ridze that leaas to 
Kinchenjanga., We had pitched the tent in a fairly Shel- 
tered spot under the walls of the river: but the rain 
ran dom the props of the tent and through the tent itself, 
and Soazed uSe 

In the morning, after a night Spent in that condition 
when one is half asleep from exhaustion and half awake 
from migery, The Storn Still blew. 

We waited till nearly nine The BZedouins told us that 
four niles on tnere was a village. Ye tnought of coffee, 
and nage tracks, So off we went over the .Sopping desert 
ang reached the "village" in an hour, There were palns 
and gardens--and one degerted novel, with no door. The 
roof, made of boughs weighted with big stones and made 
tight with mud, was nalf broken through, A giant Stone 
hung imninent, half-way fallen, All day we waited for 
rain to stop falling in the place "where it never tells" 

Night came, and the blizzard redoubled its violence; 
but the shelter allowed us a little sleep wntil the mud 
dig8golved, and the roof became a Sieve, The rest of the 


night was a shower-bath. . ; 
In the moming there was no great Sigh of improvement. 
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I had to kick the canel-driver into action and. chase 
the camels with ny om Ttair feet, He had a million 
excuses for not going on, all on a level. "The canels 
would catch colde" Good from the nan who haa left then 
all night in the rain! "They would glip.” "They would 
diee!" "They were too hungr/.," From the man who hadn't 
vrought foog for them! "They were tired" and 80 Me 
But I got the party off at lagt, and came in a couple 
of hours to a tomb with a coffin in it. There They gat 
dow, and refuged to stir, I simply took no notice. 
My disciple took one camel and I took the other and went 
off. We left then in the tomb COONIRS Steering b 
map and compass, I judge a good pass through the nex 
Tange of mountains, and make for it, The flat desert 
was. Standing in waterz and the streams were difficult 
for the camels, who hate water as much as disciples do. 
It was better cm the mowmntain-side «, Near the top of 
the pass we perceived our nen following, es tne Llesser 
of two evils. I was 8g0rty, in a way; it would have 
been a fine adventure To worry through to Sidi Kleled 
with thoge two brutes and a daft Davie! It was just 
at the top that I s8aid, without any apparmt reasomme. 
"The storu's over," Ny disciple did his Thomas act. 
There was no opening in the furious £rey heaven; the 
wind raged and the rain poured, But I Stuck to it; I 
had felt the first cmtention of the south wind in a 
monentery lull. And I was right as I always alle 
(If ny rTYeaders want modesty, they must pay for it at 
Separate higher rates.) The descent of the pass was 
far from eaSy, The "road" crosses and rTecrosses the 
bed of the river as follows the course, and this 
Stream was a furious spate, 8 lippery and dangerous 
for nm, impassable for members of the Alpine Club, 
2nd almogt impassable for camels. Tt was nearly 
nightfall before we left the gorge, and a barren mn 
comfremted us. It was useless to struggle on muc 
further. The rain still poured: the desert stood gix 
inches deep in water. The hills were a mnass of anow. 
( Ve heard afterwards that many houge had been washed 
away at Ouled Djellal in this wmnprecedented storm., 
Traffic was interrupted by 8now an the East Algerian 
Railway, and the Marechal Bugeaud was forty nours 
late at Marseilles, having nad to beat up under the 
lee of the Spanish Shore for Shelter.) o I picked 
out a good big tree by the stream, and we pitched canpe 
ye had little hope of lighting a fire; but there is 
in the desert a certain impermeable gregs, and by 
3 this as a starter we got it going, No goMer 
had The blaze sprung up, filling the night with 
£01den showers, than the envious Stars determined to 
Tival the display. Every cloud disappeared as by 
magic. But the fire remained the popular favourites 
All night I toiled to dry nyself and my clothes, 
refreshing the 01d Adam with coffee, potted pPheasant, 
ane Garibaldi biscuits at not infrequent intervals. 
The moming was ecstasy. The light came over The 
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Love Amonaq the Scorpions: A Dancino Girl of the Sahara 


Sand, wave upon wave of grey. The degert was dry. The- 
Tre wes no water in the stream, 8ave in rare pools. Ve 
gtruck camp early se 

We glanced up at the path which we had travelled; the 
rTanges Still glowed with wnaccustomed 8now; from the 
north=-west the wind Still struggled fitfully to assert 
its dominionz but we, with joy and praise in our hearts, 
turned our glad faces, Sinhing, to The as8surgent 8mn., 
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and Subjective of "Aastral Beings," and culminates with an 
account of the Book of the Lawe This is & nagical document 
commmicatea to the MASTER THERLON by an Intelligence giving 
the name of AIWAZ. It proves the prime postulate of religion, 
namely the existence of praeter-hunan intelligence independent 
of bodily fore 
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THE LADDER 


"T will arise and oo unto rv Father" 


MALKUTH 


DAEK, daxcx, all Gexxs I cower, I cringe. 

Qly above me is a citron tinge 

As If gome echo Of red, £01ga, end blue 

Chimed on The night and Llet its shadow through. 
Yet I wao am tius prisoned and exiled 

Am tae right neir of £lory, the cromed childs. 


I match my night against my Pate's, 
I gird nyself to reach the wltimate Shores, 
I exm nyself the war to win: 
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! 
Be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors! 
The King of Glory Shall come in. 


TAU 


I pass from the citpine: deep indigo 
Is this tall colum. Snakes and vultures bend 
Their hooded nate on him that would ascend. 
0 may the Pour avail mel Azeless woe, 
Pear, torture, throng the threodholde Lol The end 
Of matters The inmensity of things 
Let loose—new laws, new beings, new conditionss:— 
LiLre chaos; Sees these new-ileds ed wings 
Pail in its vaguenesses and inamitionss. 
Qaly ny circle Saves me from the hate 
Of all these monsters dead yet animate. 
«3 matcn, 6Ce 


YESOD 


Hail, thou full moon, O flame of Amethyst: 
Stupendous nowmntain on whose Shoulders reglt 

The Eight Above. More Stable is my CrYeSt - - 
Than taine—and now I plerce thee, veil of nist. 
Even aS an arrow from the war-bow SPrYIngs. 

I leap—ny life i9 get with loftier Things. 


IL match, &C o 


ZAYZCH (and the cro8sing of the Path of Pe) 
Now 8wift, thou azure Shaft of fading fire, 
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Plerce throuz;h the rainbow! Swift, 0 swifti tow streans 
The world by! Let Sandalphon and his yuire 
Of Angels ward mes 
Ko. what planet beams 

This. angry ray? Thy swores, thy shieldas, thy spears ! 
Thy chariots and thy naorgemen, Lord! Showered gpheres 
OF meteors war and blaze; but I an TI, 
horus hiugelf, the torrent of the gsky 
Aitlame—T 8weep the Stormy geas of air 
Towards that great globe that hangs So fgolaen faire 

I match, &0c. 


TIPHERETH 


Hail, hail, thou s8sun of harmony, 

Or beauty and of ecstasy! 

Thou radignce brillient and bold! 
Thou ruty rose, thou cross of £01d! 
Hail, centre of the conic plant! 
Hail, mystic image of the lan! 

I' give tne gi;n of s lain Agar. 

I give the Sign of Asi towering,. 

TI Eive the sign of Apep, Scar 

Oz black Destruction all-devouring . 
T give Thy Sign, ASar Ye-risens:— 
Break, O my Spirit, from thy prison ! 


I-matcn;: £0: 


GIMEL { with the cros8s8ing of the path of Teth) 


Hail, vixgin loom, bright loon of Her 
That is God's thought and minister! 
S0 0W-pure, Sky-blue, inmaculate 
Hecate, in Thy book of Pate 

Read thou ily name, the Soaring Soul 
That Seexs the Supreme, Swmless goall 


and thou, great Seknet, roar! Arise, 
Confront the lion. in tne way s 

Thy caln indomitable eyes 

Lift once, ang look, and pierce, end Slay! 
I an past. Hail, Hecate! Untrod 
Thy steep ascent to God, to Gods 
Lo, what wnamed, wmnameable 

ppPhere hangs avove inscrutable? 

There is no virtue in thy kiss 

To affront that goul-less 8wart abyssse 

LI match, &C. 


DAATH 


I an insme. liy TeaSon twmbles; 
The tower of my being crumbles os. 
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Here all is doubt, distress, despair: 
There is no force in strength or prayer. 
If pags I may, it is by night 

OF the nomentwn of my flight. 


I match, &Ce 


GIMEL ( and the cros8sing of Daleth) 


Free from tTnat cure, looged from that prison; 
From all that ruin an I risen! 

Pure Still, The virgin moon beguiles 

ly azure pagSage with her sniles. 


Now! O what love divine redeans 

My death, and bathes it in her beans! 

What sacring transubstantiates 

My flesh and blood, and incarnates 
The quintess mtial Pan? What 8hore 
Stretches beyond this Secret door? 
Hail! O thou Sevenfold star of green, 
Thou fourfold glory—all this teen 
Caught up in ecstasy—a boon 
To pass me Singing through the moon! 


Nays TI knew not what glo Shon e 
Gold from the breatuless bliss beyond: 
But this I mow That I an gone 

To the heart of God's great diamond! 


: matcn, &Ce 


KETH ER 


I an paSsed through the abyss of flame; 
Hear ye that I an that I and 


THE RETURN 


Behold! I clothe mine awful light 
In yonder body born of night. 

Its mind be open to the higherd 

Its heart be lucid-luwminous. 

The Temple of its. om deSLire 

The Temple of the Rosy CrYO0SS. 

As Horus Sped the flame, Harpocrates 
Receive the flame, and 8et the gow. at eaSec 
I who was Qne am One, all light 
Balanced within ne, ordered right, 

AS it was ever to the initiate's ken, 
Is now, and Shall be evernoree Allie 
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CLYTIE 


IT STPRATYN rine eves across the Suyr-re; the s8pinarift cuts re 
11'ce a thhtngs 
The wet wind walls a wol*eilsh Alrere for 1ts slain naranour 
the Ship. 


The ShlIlp, that brings ne nome more than all 
noaren fgalleons 

Broueht through that sunsetohloode foam, with hulls of 
teal and beats of bronze] 


"ore than all store o®f roll or svlice, Tvory, 3Slaves or 8andal- 
wood 


Art thou, O marvel bevond price, OC bee-hive of heatituetl 


Is not each cell that Hull1s thee wv ua vell of tFonevescentern 
Slips? 

Is not thy Soul one fragrant cur of nectar at my thirsty 
11ps? 


Thou Hearest 1in thine hollow sta®r the priral fire, the 
f£1ower's *Purne, 

Juintessence—now may Zeus enyera*r® 1ts rollen In ny 
wintry wond! 


But where's the Ship? the tilc'tilne mast, the plunying Dov, 
the reeline hull 

Aching beneath the Hacchant dbHlast, ralevolent and hteautl- 
PuUl? 


AZy ATY then where's ny ran, my. nan? Tan a witch!'s 
Sleve to-night, 

Payrcnell as the lusty Leshſan was "or her savare lord, the 
11ehtf 


Ah} coulqist thou slav me an1 aprease—thouert naught 
dut Slaughter Serve ny turn, 

I, In an hour that bring thee ease, *ret the nicent's s1ilk and 
ache and burn, 


But now—my whole 17fe s8tines In me; a viper violates my 
veins; | 

Locusta laughs at Talare! a rhoul that sucks at her own 
HYains! 


Where 1s the ship? Where 1s the ship? Where 1s 
man, my man, my man? 

— Who gave thee power to rendi an1 riv the teart out from 
a courtezan? 


I roved from town to town: TI played the whore In every 
s11my Stews, 

Goa! I an 1ike a moon=-struck rat1, easing her drouent 
on S183ter Mlewsg, 


- av. wt 
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z throw mySelf unon the yrass; T vaſl, a lone 
moons 

Tuddlet am1 huneh, a moantiny mass — "Tow near for 
was those nfienhts of Tune! 


wol®, to the 


Neathl the mere thoupht of 1tl Tor now—mwhere 1s the 
Sh1yD? where 1s ry man? 

The Hlood 1s Hurstine from mv Hrow; mv choYen Shrieks 
vYyPoOStitute to Panl 

RYrLeat Pan It 1s that thrusts his Sword Tnto my throat am 
gt; rangles rel 

*reat Pan that clubs re on the 8ward with his rubust 
hyrutalityl 


\n no! ah nol Let me fro Hlim rather than let that face 
of Pear 

>wollen, its black Indenture sIgned with Hlooqd, most 
maculate, anpeart{ 


"ome then, O Ship, the Aream 1s past! TNouln not IT watch 
an1 walt an hour? 


"av, by the Gods, what rallant mast cuts von horizon 11ke 
a Tower? 


Te comes, he comes, he cones, OR hither, mine hang- 
raids, Hin me neck to knee, 

T,eg9t I 8honuln fling rv hody thitherewhere my Soul 
3gtan1s —acToss the sea, 


1014 me! he must not thimtc T vearnenA—-he 1s too master- 
PUl — Heware 

M, Shou he ruess this hody burned, ghamre, Shame—how 
Should a mat7den Pare? 


Nav, girls, I *znow, But Pan hath wroueht this marvel on 
my waton's will, 

"111ine 1t with one virein thought, as strone as 8ummer, 
and as St1lll, 


ih hol! mr honay Hreaks away nauere vour wealkline 
strurrles, To? 1! 

Tay my. Soul Paints ; the 8tineine 8nmay lures 11'e his 
{i88e8 T1114 of olf, 


"reel Now 8tanq hack Tor Foot it 18s —how pool Tt 1s 
to he alivel TY 

Tow FrooR to grim for the f:irst igs! Tow Food to diy 
onese1Ff ann Atvel 


Rods! Tet hin ret me wholly now naken an rallant as 
the noon 
Clamerine on his pluneineg nrow—thosge niphts of June— 


those nicmhts of Tine! 
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THE PRIESTESS OF 
PANORMITA 


EEAR ne, LOrG oi the Stars! 

Por tnee I nave worsiipred ever 
-Lta stains aid gSOYTYOWwWs and SCars, 
with joyful, yoyrul endeavour. 
tear me, 0 lililywailte goat! 

GC crisp =ss a tTaiczet of thnoms, 
1th a collar ot gola for Thy taroat, 
A 8cerlet oow Dor Tay aoms! 


Zere, in tae dusty elr, 

I build Tnee a sarine OT ; eve 

All green is tne garlend I vear, 

3ut I feed it with blood for dew: 
Arter the Orerge Dars 

That riboed the green west Gdyi:sg 
Are GCead, UO Lord of tne Stars, 

I cone to Thee, cone to Thee CIYJ1Qgse 


Tne amorosial moon that arose 
"itn breasts s low heaving in srlendour 
DYops wine from her infinite Snows 
Ineffatly, utterly tender. 
CG mom! eambrocial moon! 
Arise on Zy GCesert of SOXYTOW 
That the naiicel eyes of ne SWwOmr 
Fith lust of rain tomorrow! 


Ages anG a4£es ago 

I 8stoog an the bank of a river— 
=oly end noly and noly, I mow, 

Or ever anc ever and ever! 

A priest in tne nystical sarine, 

I muttered a redeless rwmne, 
TLLII the waters were redder Than vine 
In the blusn Of the narlot mocn. 


I and my brother priests 
TOTShipped a wonderful wonan 
71th a body lithe as a beast's, 
Subtly, horribly hunans 
Deep in the pit of her eyes 
I Saw the inage of death, 
And I drew the water of Signs 
Prom the well of her lullaby breath, 


She 8sitteth veiled for ever 
Brooding Over the waste. 
She hath stirred Or  $oges never. 
She is fiercely, manly chaste! 
Taat namess nade ne awake 

Prom the silecce of utmost eld 


v0 


The grey cold gline of the anake 
That her poisgmous body held? 


By night I rYavished a maid 

From her father's camp to the cave. 

I bared the beautiful blade; 

I tie her Thrice I' the wave; 

I g1liTt her throat as a lamb's, 

That the fount of blood leapt high 
With my clamorous ih © bo why 

Like a 8tain om The shield of the aky. 


With blood and censer and 80ng 

I rent the mysterious veil: 

My eyes gaze Long and long 

QA the deep of that blissful bale. 
ly cold grey kisses awake 

From the silence of utmost eld 
The grey cold slime of the snake 
That her beautiful body held. 


But—Godi I was not comtent 

With the blasphemous gecret of years, 
The veil is hardly rent 

Wile the eyes rain stmes for tears. 
So I clung to the lips and laughed 

As the storms of death abated, 

The storms of the grievous graft 

By the 8wing of her go0ul wnsated. 


Wherefore rYebom as I an 

By a strean profme and foul, 
In the reign of a Tortured Lamb, 
In the realm of a Sexless Owl, 
IT am set apart fron the rest 

By meeqd of the nystic rmne 
That reads in peril and pest 
The ambrosial mom —the moon ! 


For under the tammy Star 

That shines in the Bull above 
I can rein the riotous car 

Of gallo allo Love; 
And CHSELENG 2 CHLES og 

OF the Lion=heart Lord I career, 
Pointing ny flaming way | 
With the spagm of night for a Spear: - + 


0 mom! O secret Sweet! 

Chalcedony clouds of caresses 

About the flame of our feet, 

The night of our terrible tresses: 

Is it a wonder, Then, 

If the people are mad with blinaness, 
And nothing is stranger to nen 

Than silence, and wisdom, and kindness? 


— cl A 9.9. 
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Nay! Let hin faghion an arrow 

Whogse neart is Sober and Stout! 
Let him pierce his Gog to the marrow. 
Let the goul of his Goa flow out! 
Whether a Snake Or a gwmn 

In his hloroscope Heaven tiath cast, 
It is nothing; every me 

Shall win to the moon at le9st. 


The mage hath wrought by his art 
A billin shapes in the gn. 
Look through to the heart of his heart, 
And the mariy are Shapes of one: 
kn ana to the art of The mage, 
And the cold grey blank of the prisons 
kn end to the acamant aye: 
The ambrogsial moon is arism. 


I have bouw;;ut a lilywaite £087 
Por the price of a crown of thomso, 
A collar of £old Zor its Ttaroat, 
A 8carlet bow for its hormms. 
I have bought a lark in the lift 
Por the price of a butt of Sherry: 
With these, and Goa for a £ift, 
It needs no wine to be merry! 


I have bought tor a wafer of bread 
A garden of poppies ana clover; 

Por a water bitter and dead 
A foam of fire flowing over. 

From the Lamb and his prison tare 
And the Owl's blind stupor arise. 

Be ye wise, end strong, and fair 
Ang the necter afloat in your eyes! 


Arige, O© ambrosial moon, 
BY the Strong limmemorial Spell, 
By the Subtle veridical rune 
That is nighty in Neaven and hell! 
Drip thy mnystical dews 
Q the tongues of the Tender rams 
In the shacve of initiate yews 
Remote from the desert dawmns! 


Satyrs and famns, 1 calle 
Zzring your beauty to nan! 
I an the nate for ye all; 
I am the passlmate Pall. 
Come, O cone to the dance 
Leaping witn wonderful waipsys, 
Life on the stroke of a glance, 
Death in the stroke of the lips! 


I am hidden beyond 

Shed in a Secret Sinew 
Snitten through by the fond 
f0lly of wisgon in you! 


Come, while the moon ( the moon!) 
Sheds her anbrosial splendour, 
Reels in the redeless rwme, 
Ineſfably, utterly tender! 


Hark: the eppealing cry 

Or deadly nhurt in the hollow: — 
Hyacintnu! Hyacinth! ay! 

Suitten to Geath by Apollo, 
SWifrt, O maiden moon, 

Dend thy ray-dews after; 
Turn the dolorous tune 

To 8oft ambiguous laughter! 


wourn, O WHMaecnads, mourn! 

Surely your comZzort is over. 

A11 we lauszh at you lom. 

Ours are tae pOpples and clover! 
0 That mouth and eyes, 
Migchievous, nale, alluring ! 

0 That twitch of the thighs 
Dorian past enduring ! 


wnere is wisdon now? 
wnere the Sage and his. doubt? 
SUrely the Sweat of tne brow 
Hath driven the demon out. 
Surely the scented Sleep 
"hat crowns tre equal war 
Is wiser than only to weep— 
To weep for evermore ! 


Mow, at the crom of the .year, 
Tre Gcecadent Gays of October, 
I come to thee, God, without fear; 
Pious, Chaste, and Sober, 
I 8soleemly 8ecriſice 
This first-fruit flower of wine 
Por a vehicle of thy vice 
As I em Thine to be mines, 


Por five in the year gone of 

I pray Thee give to me one; 

A lover stronger than I, 

A moon to swellow the s8wns 
ay be be like a lilywite goat 
Crisp es a thicket of thorns, 

5th a collar of gold for his taroat, 
A Scarlet bow for his horns: 


% 
- 


Love is the law, love under Will. 


